ffilfp  Saptiat  Uprnrii 

JOURNAL  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION  * 

Thursday.  July  14,  1988  PubUsbed  Since  1«77 


M  T’T”’'*' ' 


Soviet  believers  rejoice  in  millennium 


In  May  Baptists  in  Moscow  were  to  The  Baptist  union  still  reports  about 
begin  volunteer  work  at  a  Moscow  5,000  churches  and  a  half-million 
hospital.  Many  churches  now  haw  members  —  figures  that  change  little, 
organized  youth  seminars  and  The  union  churches  baptize  about 
meetings  as  well  as  children’s  ser-  8,000  to  10,000  people  a  year,  Bichkov 
vices  on  holidays.  Young  people  and  says,  but  thou^nds  are  lost  through 
children  are  evident  in  all  church  death  and  removal  from  the  church 
services.  rolls  by  church  discipline. 

Mixed  signals  remain  on  other  fun-  But  encouraging  trends  are  emerg- 
damental  changes.  There  are  en-  ing,  Logvinenlm  points  out:  30  percent 
couraging  signs,  such  as  an  announc-  of  converts  baptized  are  under  age  50 
ed  halt  in  the  use  of  psychiatric  and  about  20  percent  of  the  people  who 
facilities  as  punishment  for  prisoners  attend  church  now  come  from  non- 
of  conscience  and  a  slightly  higher  religious  backgrounds.  And  the  union 
rate  of  Jewish  emigration.  But  a  fall  is  in  the  process  of  starting  a 
1967  prediction  by  Konstantin  Khar-  theological  seminary  after  decades  of 
chev.  Council  of  Religious  Affairs  relying  upon  a  correspondence  school 
chairman,  that  all  remaining  to  train  pastors  and  lay  leaders, 
“prisoners  of  faith”  would  be  releas-  The  churches  are  pursuing  more 
ed  by  the  end  of  the  year  has  not  public  ministries,  such  as  social  in- 
materialized.  Elstimates  are  that  ,volvement.  One  group  of  Christians 
several  hundred  such  prisoners  still  has  a  vegetable  and  fruit  cooperative, 
are  in  custody.  It  sends  one  ton  out  of  every  10  tons 

Yet  the  terms  “glasnost”  or  open-  of  produce  it  harvests  to  a  children’s 
ness,  and  “perestroika,”  or  restructur-  home  in  the  north,  where  vegetables 
ing,  have  more  than  a  public  relations  and  fruit  are  scarce  and  expensive, 
sense  to  some  believers.  Bichkov  says  Soviet  Baptists  also 

“What  was  dangerous  and  wrong  would  like  to  begin  a  weekly 
has  now  changed  with  ‘perestroika’  newspaper  and  radio  programming 
and  ‘glasnost,’  ”  says  Bichkov.  from  Moscow.  Baptists  already  are 

Some  segments  of  society  reported-  doing  such  things  in  other  socialist 
ly  are  showing  a  renewed  interest  in  countries,  such  as  Elast  Germany, 
a  spiritual  dimension.  “People  want  Hungary,  and  Poland,  he  says, 
to  renew  the  spiritual  tr^ury,  the  While  not  all  believers  see  a  major 
religious  heritage  of  the  nation,”  says  revival  as  imminent  in  the  Soviet 
Sergei  Nikolaev,  tiuperintendent  of  t^~~  Union,  they  are  working  and  praying 
northwest  area  for  the  Baptist  union,  in  its  anticipation. 

“Their  soul  is  seeking  something 

m(Me.  They  don’t  know  what  to  call  it.  Martha  Skelton  writes  for  The  Com- 
It  is  the  desire  of  the  soul  to  find  the  mission  magazine  of  the  Foreign  Mis- 
Creator.  They  need  Jesus  Christ.”  sion  Board. 


By  Martha  Skelton 

MOSCOW  (BP)  —  Elarly  leaders 
predicted  the  death  of  religious  faith 
in  the  Soviet  Union  was  only  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  time. 

'This  year  the  faithful.^<«lmost  b<Nm 
under  communism  —  are  celetwating 
the  l,0(X)th  annivKsary  of  institutional 
Christianity  in  their  country. 

Out  of  a  population  of  287  million, 
more  than  50  million  Soviet  citizens 
are  Orthodox  beUevers;  estimates  on 
evangelicals  stand  at  three  million 
plus. 

In  all,  an  estimated  40  percoit  of  the 
population  are  religious.  Members  of 
the  Communist  Party  total  19  million, 
about  six  percent  of  the  population. 

Events  to  celebrate  the  Christian 
anniversary  took  place  June  4-16  in 
several  Soviet  cities,  and  evangelist 
Billy  Graham  was  there  to  participate. 


“The  eyes  of  all  the  Christian  world 
are  on  these  (millenium)  events,” 
Graham  told  a  reception  meeting  at 
the  Moscow  Airport  upon  his  arrival. 
The  celebration  has  a  natiomvide  im¬ 
pact  for  believers  and  nonbelievers 
alike,  Graham  said,  since  the  Or¬ 
thodox  (Church  has  been  ‘^n  integral 
and  important  part  of  Russian 
civilization.  In  fact,  the  histm^  for  the 
last  1,000  years  of  the  Russian  C3iurch 
and  the  history  of  Russian  civilization 
have  been  so  closely  linked  that  they 
cannot  be  separate.” 


Soviet  physicians  observe 
eye  techniques  in  Memphis 
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WAS  Beew  very  .. 
^iTWFUL— BUT  vwe>je  mot  setw 

ENOUGH  OF  VOU  (M  CMURCM 
ReceMTLV  I"  \ 


by  Don  McGregor 


CrUGSt  Opl/TllOTV  •  •  • 

The  role  of  the  pastor 


the  pastor.”  Many  of  out'  people  are  it  is  evident  that,  knowing  he  had  this  wrote  one  of  the  most  diplomatic  let-  ^ 

wondering  about  the  meaning  of  these  auth<Mity,  he  chose  to  use  persuasion,  ters  on  record.  He  \»'anted  the  decisimi  *nTrT)!L.’jiSrSarTiy 

terms.  So  just  as  one  Baptist  I  propose  A.  T.  Robertson  suggests  that  Peter  to  be  Philemon’s,  not  his. 
to  examine  it  in  light  of  New  Testa-  used  it  in  the  case  of  Ananias  and  Sap-  Against  this  background  let  us  ex- 

ment  teachings.  phira  (Acts  5)  and  Paul  in  the  case  of  amine  the  role  of  the  pastor.  It  is  best  ^ 

Those  drawing  up  this  revolution  Elymas  (Acts  13).  But  these  extreme  seen  in  Acts  20.  On  his  final  journey  — — — — 

quoted  Heb.  13:17.  “Obey  your  leaders,  cases  are  subject  to  interpretation,  to  Jerusalem,  Paul’s  ship  docked  at 

and  submit  to  them;  for  they  keep  Now  let  us  look  briefly  at  instances  Miletus,  the  seaport  of  Ephesus.  He  \Y  /  Jl  UtJ 

watch  [are  sleepless]  over  your  souls,  involving  the  apostles.  In  Acts  6  a  pro-  sent  fcM*  the  Ephesian  elders  ( v.  17).  -  - 

as  thow  who  will  give  an  account.”  blem  arose  in  the  Jerusalem  church  In  his  address  to  them  he  said,  “Thke 

Hai^ily  they  used  the  word  “leaders?  over  aid  to  Grecian  and  Hebrew  heed  therefore  to  yourselves,  and  to  all  /- 506  —  %  ^ 

instead  of  “them  that  have  the  rule  widows.  'The  apostles  had  been  handl-  the  flock  over  which  the  Holy  Ghost  (TacKG&JSR.  1 

over  you”  (KJV).  The  Greek  phrase  ing  this  to  the  neglect  of  spiritual  [Spirit]  hath  made  you  overseers,  to  ^ 

is  “the  ones  leading  [or  guiding]  you.”  ministries.  Others  could  handle  the  fe^  the  church  of  God  which  he  hath  '. 

This  suggests  a  shepherd  (pastor)  aid  matter.  The  apostles  did  not  purchased  with  his  own  blood”  (v.  28).  - 

leading  his  flock.  choose  such.  Setting  forth  the  quality  This  was  spoken  to  the  elders.  'The 

“Obey”  translates  a  verb  which  has  of  men  needed,  they  told  the  church  Holy  Spirit  had  placed  (etheto)  them  * 

many  usages.  Arndt  and  Gingrich  to  search  out  such.  Then  the  apostles  as  overseers,  to  feed,  the  church  of  God.  order  of  slaves.  Thus  the  greater  em-  go  dolt.  M) 

Lexicon  (Greek  Dictionary)  cites  the  appointed  them  to  the  work.  It  was  a  “Elders”  translates  presboterous.  phasis  is  upon  the  servant  role,  and  take  a 

meaning  in  Heb.  13:17  as  “obey”  as  case  of  the  congregation  acting  under  Originally  it  referred  to  men  who  by  Nowhere  in  the  New  Testament  is  the  pastorate  ( 

“follows.”  In  light  “the  (xies  leading  the  guidance  of  the  apostles.  virtue  of  old  age  were  capable  of  giv-  pastor  presented  as  a  ruler.  ministry, 

you”  it  seems  that  “follow”  is  the  At  the  Jerusalem  Conference  (Acts  ing  wise  counsel.  “Overseers”  renders  "The  purpose  of  this  article  is  not,,to  I  close  tli 
preferred  meaning.  It  is  like  sheep  15)  the  problem  of  how  Gentiles  could  episkopous,  also  translated  as  downgradethe(rfficeof  thepasUx*,  but.t^pprqmMI^ 

following  the  shepherd.  “Submit”  be  saved  was  treated.  An  analysis  of  “bishop”  (1  Tim.  3:1).  In  Greek  life  to  try  to  put  it  in  the  proper  perspec-* 

renders  a  verb  meaning  to  yield,  give  this  chapter  shows  a  congregational  this  word  denoted  men  who  oversaw  tive  I  was  a  pastor  for  44  years.  If  I  “^stors 

way,  submit  to  one’s  authority  (Arndt  meeting,  a  committee  meeting,  and  a  the  work  of  others  to  see  that  they  did  had  ten  thousand  lives  to  live,  I  would  themselves 

and  Gingrich).  In  terms  (rf  leadership,  second  congregational- meeting,  it  properly.  “To  feed”  translates  pol-  want  to  be  a  pastor  in  every  one  of  pastors  and 

|the  first  two  seem  preferable.  If  the  James,  the  pastor,  wrote  a  letter  to  mainein.  F^m  this  word  cpmes  the_  tljem.  ^  -  a  -  *  •  ^ 

shepherd  leads  one  way  and  a  sheep  Gentile  churches  saying,  “It  seemed  one  for  shepherd.  It  meant  to  tend  as'^  .  A  ■wise  pastor  wllfinvpvS  6is  peo«i''  rdkpiM!t  B« 

wants  to  go  another  way,  the  sheep  good  unto  us  ...  for  it  seemed  good  to  a  shepherd.  A  pastoral  word,  from  it  pie  in  formulating  a  program.  And  he  leadership 

should  yield  or  give  way  to  the  the  Holy  Ghost  [Spirit],  and  to  us  .. .”  comes  our  woni  pastor.  These  words 

shepherd’s  way.  (w.  25,  28).  Clertainly  the  “us”  in-  refer  to  the  duties  of  one  office  which 

In  terms  of  the  pastor-church  rela-  eludes  both  apostles,  the  pastor,  and  we  call  pastor, 

tionship  the  sense  is  to  follow  the  the  congregation.  “Elder”  suggests  counsellor, 

leader  in  carrying  out  the  Lord’s  In  1  Ck>r.  5  the  church  had  to  deal  “Bishop”  involves  administration, 

work.  If  a  difference  of  opinion  exists  with  a  brother  living  immorally  with  leadership  in  planning  and  overseeing 

between  pastor  and  people  in  the  his  father’s  wife,  evidently  his  step-  the  work  and  workers.  “Shepherd”  or 

work,  which  cannot  te  resolved  in  mother.  From  Ephesus  Paul  wrote  for  “pastor”  means  to  do  for  his  flock 


“Come  on,  folks,  let’s  got*  H 

reached  the  place  where  I  ha()4o  s!qn  Sm 
“We  have  planned  it  together.  Now  you-*  City. 


astor 


ihoma 


Editors  praise  Gregp): 

pan  Resolutioti^No.  5 


opinion  should  yield  or  give  way  to  the  fellowship.  It  was  to  be  done  “In  the  sheep:  feed,  lead,  protect,  comfort, 

pastor’s  wishes.  There  can  be  no  name  of  our  L/Htl  Jesus  (lirist,  when  and  the  like.  The  word  “bishop”  im- 

leadership  without  foUowship.  ye,  are  gathered  together,  and  my  plies  a  certain  amount  of  authority. 

The  reason  given  is  not  that  the  spirit,  with  the  power  of  our  Lord  but  it  is  the  authority  of  leadership 
pastor  has  a  divinely  bestowed  J^us  (Christ”  (v.  4).  We  see  in  so  According  to  Paul’s  words,  a  pastor  is  NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Baptist  Car 
authority  or  the  only  pipeline  to  God,  grievous  a  case  an  element  of  Paul’s  to  fill  all  three  of  these  roles.  editors  praised  Joel  Gregory  and  moi 

but  because  the  Lord  has  made  him  apostolic  authority  in  his  instructions  Of  interest,  however,  is  the  fact  that  panned  Resolution  Na  5  on  the  pages  top. 

responsible  for  the  souls  entrusted  to  to  the  church.  But  “are  gathered  the  noun  for  “bishop”  appears  five  of  their  state  newspapers  following  the 

him.  Since  he  alone  must  give  account  together”  is  a  passive  voice  The  times  in  the  New  'R^tament  (Acts  Southern  Baptist  Cmvention  annual 

to  (^,  even  if  the  plan  fails,  it  should  church  was  called  together,  probably  20:28;  Phil.  1:1;  1  'Tim.  3:2;  Titus  1:7;  meeting. 

be  because  of  his  judgment  as  to  the  by  the  pastor,  and  acted  in  the  name  1  Pet.  2:2S  referring  to  Christ).  Gr^ory,  pastor  of  Travis  Avenue 
Lord’s  will,  not  one  thrust  upon  him  and  power  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Episkope  refers  to  the  (rffice  of  bishop  Baptist  CTiundi  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 
by  others.  In  1  0)r.  16:2-4  Paul  urges,  not  (ITim.  3:1). 'The  verbepiskopeoisus-  delivered  the  annual  convention  ser- 

The  term  “pastoral  authority”  is  a  orders,  the  church  to  gather  the  rffer-  ed  one  time  in  the  sense  of  oversight  mon.  His  message,  “The  Clastle  and 

strange  sound  to  most  Baptist  ears,  ing  for  relief  of  the  Jerusalem  saints.  (1  Pet.  5:2).  But  Peter  says  one  should  the  Wall,”  warned  Southern  Baptists 
The  overall  teachings  of  the  New  Then  when  he  came  to  Corinth,  exercise  it  not  “as  being  lords  over  about  building  a  wall  of  orthodoxy 
Testament  do  indicate  that  Jesus  “whomsoever  ye  shall  approve  by  God’s  heritage,  but  being  ensamples  around  their  convention  and  in  the 

bestowed  a  special  authority  upon  the  your  letters  [of  recommendation],  [examples]  to  the  flock”  (v.  3).  process  tearing  down  the  castle  they 

apostles.  But  there  is  no  scriptural  in-  them  will  I  send  to  bring  the  offering  On  the  other  hand,  the  word  are  trying  to  protect, 
dication  that  it  was  passed  on  to  to  Jerusalem.”  Paul  did  not  choose  diakonos  is  the  sense  of  “minister”  “We  are  at  a  flashpoint,”  he  said, 
others  in  the  sense  of  apostolic  these  men;  the  church  did.  and/or  “servant”  appears  27  times  “Southern  Baptists  cannot  survive 

succession.  The  letter  to  Philemon  is  a  classic  (see  especially  Matt.  20:26  ;  23:U;  ^any  more  months  of  personal 

In  the  infant  church  in  the  first  cen-  example  Philemon^  slave,  Onesimus,  Mark  10:43;  John  12:26;  1  Cor.  3:5;  2  animosity  in  our  midst.” 
tury,  the  New  Ibstament  was  in  pro-  had  run  away  from  Colossae  to  Rome  C^or.  3:6;  Eph.  3:7-8).  Jesus  used  the  Gregory  preached  “one  of  the  finest 
cess  of  being  written.  So  they  had  no  where  Paul  led  4iim  to  Christ  With  vrarb  fwin  twice  with  reference  to  His  sermons  ever  heard  by  Southern  Bap- 
guide  such  as  we  have  in  the  New  this  letter  to  Philemon  he  sent  ministry  (Matt.  20:28;  Mark  10:45).  lists,”  wrote  California’s  Herb  HoU- 
'Ibstament.  Someone  had  to  be  in  posi-  Onesimus  back  to  Colossae  He  ask-  Diakonos  was  used  for  the  lowest  inger.  Added  R.G.  Puckett  of  North 


The  editors  did  not  have  as  fond 
words  for  the  resolutiim,  “On  the 
(tkMitinued  on  page  7) 
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Hill,  Lexington;  Gary  Holland,  vice-chairman,  niscagouia;  Odean 
Puckett,  Natchez;  ex-officio,  Evelyn  Keyes,  secretary,  Jackson 
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Education  Commission 
meets  on  the  coast 


By  Tim  NicMat 

In  a  meeting  on  the  coast  campus  Convention  voted  a  $S5,000  line  item 
of  William  Carey  College,  June  for  Clarke  which  at  that  time  would 
PvbUsbed  Since  1S77  30-July  1,  the  Mississippi  Baptist  have  been  bne-fifth  of  its  deficit  The 
Education  Commission  heard  reports  MBC’s  vote  did  not  obligate  future 
from  the  three  college  presidents  and  conventions,  however, 
from  the  Board  of  Ministerial  Mountain  College  president 

Education.  Harold  Fisher  reported  an  increase  of 

Ai^  <^ng  their  Fnday  afterno<m  iTg  per  semester  making  a  unified  fee 
sessK»  the  grou^  along  wth  ex  officio  tuition  and  registration  of  11,470. 
memtere,  met  ^  five  hours  behind  Noting  that  a  major  concern  remains 
closed  doors  to  d^i^  a  response  to  salaries,  Fisher  wrote  in  his 

Neshoba  and  Clarke  Ass^iaUon  report.  “Our  top  faculty  salary  is  ap- 
resoluti^  concerning  Clarke  C^  proximately  19.000  less  than  a  public 
le^  and  to  ^uss  a  yet  undisclosed  ^,^0  holds  a  AAA  cer- 

M^issippi  ^U^e  t^tee  acuon  20  years  of  experience” 

Chairman  William  Stewart,  pastor 

of  First  Church,  Eupora,  declared  the  Fisher  also  reported  razing  of  the 
afternoon  meeting  an  executive  ses-  Lowrey  Dormitory  which  will  be 
Sion,  excluding  the  Baptist  Record  replaced  with  student  parking, 
from  attendance  And  Mary  Anderson,  a  former  mis- 

Discusskm  included  response  to  two  sionary  to  China  and  graduate  of 
Baptist  associations  which  asked  the  BMC,  is  giving  Chinese  artihicto  to  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  which  school  along  with  $46,700  to  build  a 
in  turn  referred  the  resolutions  to  the  suitable  room  adjoining  the  library  to 
Commission  to  reconsider  its  decision  house  the  artifacts. 

_ to  exclude  Clarke  Colley  from  ad-  Mississippi  College  president  Lewis 

rhmt  ar»  haing  nrwjdf  ministrative  funding  which  amounts  Nobles  reported  the  annual  fund 

transportation  for  delegates  between  to  about  $30,000  per  year  for  the  Bap-  reached  a  total  of  $1,333,420  for  the 

iKitelf  and  the  Supetdomf  tist  colleges.  1987-68  year  from  4,508  donors.  This  is 

"  Earlier  in  the  decade  Clarke  up  from  $1,277,204  last  year. 

Southern  Baptists  who  plan  to  be  at  became  a  campus  of  Mississippi  Col-  And  William  Carey  president  Ralph 

ather  convention  and  are  interested Elducation  Commission  Noonkester  reviewed  recent 
in  helping  with  these  ministries  consistently  held  that  Clarke  reorganization  activities  of  the  school, 
should  contact  Jui^r  or  Knox  needs  to  be  treated  as  a  campus  of  a  Hardy  Denham,  president  of  the 
torough  t^  Miasion  Board.  Baptist  college  as  are  the  extensions  Board  of  Ministerial  Education, 

Mark  WlagflcM  writes  fw  the  HMB.  gj  William  Carey  College  in  New  reported  plans  are  in  place  to  imple- 

Orleans  and  on  the  Mississippi  coast,  ment  an  enlarged  program  of  flnan- 

However,  Clarke,  which  y^  has  a  cial  support.  The  new  program  pro¬ 
separate  budget  fnxn  Mississippi  Col-  vides  for  funds  for  qualified  students 

lege,  has  been  operating  in  the  red  for  planning  to  go  into  full  time  church 

a  number  of  years  and  that  d^cit  related  vocations.  This  is  infpaiided 

continues  to  increase  from  just  aiding  those  planaftig  a 

Last  year,  the  Mississippi  Baptist  preaching  ministry. 
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Baptists  will  minister 
to  Democrats  in  Atlanta 


Baptists  are  still  dividec 
newspaper  editors  agree 


Help  wanted! 


NASHVniC  (BP)  —  Southern  Editors  noted  several  Cactors  that,  majority,”  added  Bob  Allen  of 
Baptists  remain  (fivided,  the  convcn-  they  said,  confirm  dBvisfonsritliin  the  Maryland/Delaware.  “The  vote 
tionh  state  newspaper  ecfitors  agree.  Baptist  houM:  represents  a  convcntton  stiD  bitterly 

Thqr  went  hoine  fran  this  sum-  —  Conservative  candidate  Jerry  divided,  and  until  harmony  is 
merh  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Vines'  “razor  tMn”  presidential  vie-  restored,  there  will  be  no  winners  in 
amual  meeting  in  San  Antonfolkas,  tory  ovur  the  moderates’ candidate,  Southern  Baptist  life.” 
and  srrote  editorials  describing  dhri-  Richard  Jackson.  This  10th  con-  Some  editors  declared  the  solution 
Sion  srithin  the  SBC  after  a  decade  of  secutivc  victoty  for  the  conservatives  is  in  the  hands  of  conaervatives,  who 
theological/  political  controversy.  ensures  control  of  the  SBC  trustee  now  control  the  SBC  presidency  and 
CaUfomiah  Herb  HoUinger  set  the  nominatioa  process.  trusteeships, 

context:  “Ten  years  ago...  the  —  Election  of  trustees  for  SBC  “Leaders  of  the  more  conaervative 
denomiiution'fe  conservative  conaer-  agencies,  aH  of  whom  —  according  to  segment  of  the  convention  must  now 
vatives  revealed  a  plan  to  change  the  the  pobdes  and  gindelines  followed  by  decide  if  they  will  seek  the  peace  of 

direction  of  the  SBC.  Some  of  the  outgoing  President  Adrian  P.  Rogers  total  surrender  from  the  moderates, 

leaders  of  this  group  said  it  would  take  —  must  be  bibUcal  inerrantists.  or  will  they  seek  the  peace  of  (putual 

10  years,  but  they  were  more  than  wiD-  —Dissolutioa  of  the  Peace  Commit-  purposes,  joint  goals,  common  beliefo 

ing  and,  as  it  hu  turned  out,  able  to  tee,  which  labored  for  three  years  and  shared  respect?"  wrote  Loui- 

do  it  They  said  much  of  the  SBC  without  bringing  peace.  sianal  CHayton.  Echoed  Oklahoma^ 

(was) ...  moviiig  in  a  liberal’ direc-  —  Passage  of  a  resohitioo  that  Glenn  Brown:  “Elected  leaden  must 
tkm,  away  from  historic  Baptist  roots,  downplayed  moderate  emphases  demonstrate  their  professed  belief  in 

at  least  as  interpreted  by  conser-  within  Baptists’  doctrine  of  the  Cod’*  word _ lb  abuse  their  new- 

vatives.”  priesthood  of  the  believer  and  em-  found  power  or  to  deal  in  petty  issues  Ernest  Sadler,  48,  has  been  elected  Ogden  diurch,  Bentonia,  196(^63;  and 

Wrote  Lynn  CHayton  of  Louisiana:  phasized  conservatives’ fovored  views  would  be  a  denial  of  the  w^  they  pro-  directorof  missions  for  Jackson  Cbun-  New  Bethel  Church,  North  CbrroUton, 

“Hie  outsiden  are  in,  and  the  insiden  enhancing  the  authority  of  the  pastor,  fess.”  ty  Baptist  Association.  He  began  his  1959-60. 

are  out _ Fifteen  years  ago,  sonoe  Eklitorials  sought  to  describe  and  Added  Jack  Brymer  of  Florida:  duties  July  1.  c  .,11  ■  ^  1  ■  ■ 

more  conservative  constituents  of  the  define  the  division  and  ,  its  “No  longer  can  the  new  leaders  say  Sadler,  a  native  Mdler  is  a  graduate^  MiniMippi 

convention  belonged  to  the  Baptist  ramifications.  ‘  their  opinions  are  ignored  or  abused.  Bentonia,  goes  ‘•'cm  New  wmm 

FSsith  and  Message  Fellowship  and  “Among  Southern  Baptists  in  San  Now  they  are  the  establishment.  And  to  the  association 

published  the  Southern  Baptist  Jour-  Antonio,  there  were  no  winners,  only  as  such  they  must  endure  the  com-  from  First  Church,  divimty,  mastCT  ofdmmty,  and  doc- 

nal  because  they  felt  disenfranchised  losers,”  wrote  North  Carolina'k  R.G.  plaints  of  those  who  feel  newly  exchid-  pi  Wiggins  where  he  ^  ”  ministries  degree, 

and  unheard.  Now,  some  moderates  Puckett.  “The  election  of  Jerry  Vines  ed.  They  now  must  prove  they  deserve  has  been  pastor  sadler  was  on  the  Mississippi  Bap- 

belong  to  the  S^thern  Baptist  as  president  by  a  mere  663  votes  out  the  leadership  they  have  woo.  Others  since  1961.  Convention  Boardb  Executive 

Alliance  and  publish  SBC  Ibday  of  a  total  of  31,291  cast  confinns  how  will  be  watching  closely,  and  Earlier  pastor-  committee  when  called  to  Jackson 

becauw  they  fed  disenfranchised  and  clooe  and  hopelessly  divided  we  are.  cooperating  cautiously.”  M  ates  include  Elast-  county.  He  has  also  been  a  mi— i— ipp 

unheard.  There  was  no  landslide;  there  is  a  South  Carolina’s  John  Roberts  Sadler  haven  Church,  Baptist  Seminary  trustee 

“It  is  a  classic  case  of  those  on  the  deadlock.”  spoke  to  the  moderates:  ‘The  biggest  Brookhaven,  1978-61;  First  Church, 

outside,  or  at  least  perceiving  “No  pastor  in  his  —  or  ha;  for  that  question  ...  is  whether  the  1m  con-  Boyle,-  lf72-7S;  Southside  Oiurch,  Mrs.  Sadler  is  the  former  Charlotte 

themselves  to  be  on  the  outside  rts-  matter  —  rigM  mind  would  accept  a  aervaUve  wiU  go  back  to  their  dnir-  YSuoo  aty.  1988-72;  Cedar  Creek  Tbrry  of  PascagouU.  They  have  one 

iiM  up  and  putting  the  insiden  out."  caB  to  a  church  with  such  a  narrow  '  (Cfootinaed  00  poge  7)  Church,  Castleberry  Ala.,  1984-M;  grown  daughter. 


At  the  present  time  there  is  a  state 
critical  need  for  volunteers  in  the  Those  willing  to  help  may  con- 
area  of  church  construction,  tact  Jim  DidLUm,  Brotherhood 
Recently  the  Home  Mission  Board  Department,  Mississii^i  Baptist 
notified  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  Box  530, 
Brotherhood  Department  that  it  Jackson,  MS  39805,  phone  968-3800. 
needs  more  than  200  teams.  “We  have  unfilled  requests  from 
Likewise  there  is  a  need  for  a  C^lifOTnia,  Oklahoma,  Indiana, 
number  of  teams  in  Mississippi  Ohfo  or  practically  any  state,”  said 
projects  both  in  state  and  out  of  Didlake. 


Convention  adopts  22  resolutions 


h 

'  Fifty-four  resolutions  were  submit¬ 
ted  (huing  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  in  San  Antonio;  and  from 
these  54,  22  were  adopted  by 
messengers  to  the  convention.  Resolu¬ 
tion  Na  5  received  the  greatest 
amount  of  attention  and  took  up  the 
gmntest  amount  of  time  in  discunion. 
Rfwill  be  presented  in  its  entirety. 

There  was  discussion  on  the  first  12 
resolutions.  At  one  point  during  the 
discuBSion  of  the  first  12,  there  was  a 
motion  to  ad<^  all  of  the  remaining 
resolutions  without  discussion;  but 
this  failed.  FinaUy  after  discussion  on 
12,  a  motion  was  passed  to  adopt  the 
remaining  10  wittiout  discussion. 

Fbr  Resolution  No.  5  the  introduc- 
,  (ory  “whereas”  paragraphs  as  well  as 
the  “resolved”  paragraphs  will  be 
presented.  Fbr  the  others,  only  the 
“resolved”  portions  will  be  printed. 

'  RcsatMlM  N*.  I  — 

0»  Prayer 

Be  it  RESOLVED.  Ti>«t  we,  the  mesaenfen  to 
the  Southern  Beptiat  Convention,  meeting  in  San 
Antoaio,  Itaiaa,  June  14-16.  ISM.  acknowledge  the 
abaolute  neceaaity  of  prayer  (dr  the  apiritual  well 
being  of  the  church  and  our  Convention,  and  ef¬ 
fective  evangeUam  in  the  world;  and 
Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we  encourage 
each  Southern  Baptiat  to  pray  daily  (dr  revival  of 
the  people  of  God  in  a  mighty  aweeping  apiritual 
awakening;  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we  encourage 
each  Southern  Baptiat  to  pray  (or  a  renewed  zeal 
(dr  miaaiona  and  evangeliam,  which  will  iaaue  forth 
in  the  converaion  of  loat  ainnen;  and 
Be  it  further  RESOLVED.  That  each  Southern 
Baptiat  church  be  challenged  to  eatabliab  and  em- 
phaaize  a  miniatry  of  prayer;  and 
Be  it  finally  RESOLVED.  That  all  Southern  Bap- 
tiiu  be  encouraged  participate  in  The  National 
Miaaiona  Prayer  Plan.  The  National  Prayer  Cdrpa 
(Sunday  School  Board),  The  Concerts  of  Prayer 
iFbreign  Miaaion  Board),  The  Prayer  for  Spiritual 
Awakening  ( Home  Miaakn  Board),  the  prayer  em- 
phasea  of  the  Womanh  Miaaionary  Union  and 
Brotherhood,  and  to  support  the  Bold  Mission 
Prayer  Thrust. 

Reaehitien  No.  Z  — 

Ob  Uw  New  Age  Meiemewt 
Be  it  RESOLVED,  That  we,  the  meaaengera  of 
the  Southern  Baptiat  Convention,  meeting  in  San 
Antonio.  Ihxaa.  June  14-M.  MM  acknowledge  the 
New  Age  movements  atm  to  become  a  one  world 
religian  is  diametrically  contrary  to  both  New 
Testament  Christianity  and  our  American 
heritage;  and 

Be  it  finally  RESOLVED, '(hat  we  encourage  our 
conventioa  agencies,  local  aaaociationa,  pastors, 
and  church  atafb  to  warn  and  educate  our  Bap¬ 
tist  conaUtuency  of  the  deception  and  critical 
dangers  of  this  movement 
Reialotlao  No.  1  — 

Oo  the  Necessity  af  Salvallaa 
Be  it  RESOLV^ID,  That  we,  the  measeiwera  of 
the  Southern  Baptiat  Convention  meetiiM  in  San 
Anionio.  Ihxaa.  June  14-16, 1611,  affirm  our  belief 
in  the  biblical  truths,  that,  although  we  agrw  that 
every  person  poMeeaes  dignity  and  is  worthy  of 
respect  and  Christian  love,  we  aim  believe  that  as 
soon  as  people  are  capable  of  moral  action.  Ihey 
become  tranagreaaora  and  are  under  condemna- 
tion.  that  is,  they  ate  hat;  and 
Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we  affirm  our 
belief  in  the  biblical  truth  that  salvation  comes  on¬ 
ly  by  repenUnce.  regeneration  through  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ,  and  that  no  one  la  saved  apart  from 
that  transforming  experience;  and 
Be  it  further  RESOLVED.  That  we  believe  that 
salvation  ia  not  analogaua  to  having  a  positive  self 
image  or  poaaesaing  aelf-eati>»!s-M  ueauaMe  as 
^hese  may  be;  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED.  That  we  affirm  our 
belief  in  the  biblical  truth  that  salvation  is  offered 
freely  to  all  who  accept  Jesus  Christ  as  Savior  and 
Lord;  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED.  That  we  affirm  our 
faeiief  in  (hr  biblical  truth  that  all  who  are  saved 
are  sealed  by  the  Holy  Spirit  and  will  never  (all 
away  from  the  state  of  grace,  and 
Be  it  further  REISOLVED,  That  we  affirm  our 
belief  in  the  biblical  truth  that  thoae  vrithout  a  per¬ 
sonal  commitment  to  Jeaus  Christ  will  be  consign¬ 
ed  to  a  literal  hell,  the  place  of  everlasting  separa¬ 
tion  from  God  accordiiM  to  the  Word  of  God.  and 
Be  It  Iherefore  finally  REISOLVED.  That 
becauae  of  the  tforemenOonrd  convictiona  that  alf 
Southern  Baptists  give  renewed  efforts  to  im- 


pliminating  and  supportlog  Bold  Miaaion  Thrust 
as  Ike  grfarlty  of  the  individual  CInriiao,  the  local 
dMrdt.  and-the  Southern  Baptiat  Convention. 

Bsislatlia  Na.4  — 

<M  BasMrallsa  al  Must  hi  Local  Ckmekes 

Ba  H  RESOLVED  fay  the  isiat  Canventioo  of 
Sauthani  Baptists  meeting  in  San  Antonio,  Ikxas, 
Jew  14-16.  MM  that  we  pMga  eweetvea  to 
dUganl  intercessory  prayer; 

<l)ftr  our  local  cfaurefaeakiriaBIrt  and  in  need 
ef  apiritual  healing;  (t)  Fbr  pastars  and  church 
staff  members  who  have  been  ^-niti-nl  tor 
whagsverrsaaon;  (Z)  Fbr  the  Cimveatiaub  Invokes 
lary  Ibrmination  Work  Grottp  aeefcuM  to  deveisp 
a  stralagy  to  educate  wd  Mriat  local  chuebea  and 
church  leadership  in  Ubllcal  eawepts  af  conflict 
leaalutian;  and  (4)  Fbr  our  toatimoiv  to  the  world 
that  they  may  tee  Christ  through  our  rdationaMps. 

The  entirety  of  Resolution  No.  5  is 
as  follows: 


Baarg,  the  Christian  Ule  Commission,  *■**)  the 
Sunday  School  Board;  and 
Be  it  flaaliy  RESOLVED,  That  we  call  igion  all 
Southern  Baptista  kUake  aa  active  aund  in  aigi- 
part  af  the  saactity  at  human  life. 


Rmletlia  N«.  S  — 

Oa  the  Prtesthsad  af  the  BeHever 
WHEREAS,  None  of  the  five  major  writing 
systematic  theologians  in  Southern  Baptiat  Mstory 
have  given  more  than  passing  reference  to  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  Priesthood  of  the  Believer  in  this 
systematic  theologies;  and 
WHEREAS,  The  Baptist  Fbith  and  Message 
preamble  refers  to  the  Priesthood  of  the  Believer, 
but  ptevides  no  definition  or  content  to  the  term ; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  high  profile  emphasis  on  the 
doctrine  of  the  Priesthood  of  the  Believer  in 
Southern  Baptist  life  is  a  recent  historical  develop¬ 
ment;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Priesthood  of  the  Believre  is  a 
term  which  is  subject  in  both  misunderstanding 
and  abuse,  and 

WHEREAS,  Ihe  doctrine  of  the  Priesthood  of 
the  Believer  has  been  used  to  justify  wrongly  the 
attitude  that  a  Christian  may  believe  whatever  be 
M  chooecs  and  still  be  considered  a  loyal  Southern 
Baptist;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  doctrine  of  the  Priesthood  of 
the  Believer  can  be  used  to  justify  the  undermin¬ 
ing  of  pastoral  authority  in  the  local  church. 

Be  M  therefore  RESOLVED,  That  the  SouUwrn 
Baptist  Qmventioo  meeting  in  San  Antonia  Ibxas, 
June  14-16,  UM  affirm  its  belief  in  the  biblical  doc- 
trine  ef  the  Priesthood  of  the  Believer  (1  Peter  Z:f 
and  Revelatjon  1;6);  and 
Be  it  further  RESOLVED.  That  we  affirm  that 
this  doctrine  in  no  way  gives  license  to  misinter¬ 
pret,  explain  away,  demythologiza  or  extrapotote 
out  elements  of  the  supernatural  from  the  Bible; 
and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  the  doctrine  of 
the  Priesthood  of  the  Believer  in  no  way  con¬ 
tradicts  the  biblical  understanding  of  the  into, 
responaibility,  and  authority  of  the  pastor  which 
is  seen  in  the  ixmmand  to  the  loc^  church  in 
Hebrews  13:17,  “Obey  ynur  leaders,  and  submit  to 
them ;  far  they  keep  watch  over  yaw  souk,  as  those 
who  will  give  an  account;”  and 
Be  it  further  RESOLVED.  That  we  affirm  the 
truth  that  elders,  or  pastors,  are  called  of  God  to 
toad  the  local  church  (Acts  36:36). 

Rcsetotton  Ns,  6  — 

On  HMnasexaaItty 

Be  it  RESOLVED,  That  we,  the  mritrt^n  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  meetiM  in  San 
Antania1bxas.JuneI4-16.t6MdeptoRhorooaex- 
uality  as  a  violation  and  perversion  of  divine  aton- 
dards;  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED.  That  we  affirm  the 
biblical  injunction  which  declares  homosexuals, 
like  all  sinners,  can  receive  forgiveness  and  vic¬ 
tory  through  personal  faith  in  Jesus  (Christ  (I  Cor¬ 
inthians  6:6-11);  and 

Be  it  fuisUy  RESOLVED,  That  we  maintain  that 
while  God  kn«t  the  homooexual  and  offers  salva¬ 
tion,  homosexuality  is  not  a  normal  lifestyle  and 
is  an  abominatioo  in  the  eyes  of  God  (Leviticus 
13:23;  Romans  1:34-33;  I  Tlmotiiy  1:3-10). 
Resslstlsa  Na  7  — 

On  Persecatton  W  Chiistlaas 
Be  it  RESOLVED.  That  the  messengers  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  meetiim  in  San  An¬ 
tonia  Tbxas.  June  14-16,  till,  express  to  Cox 
Newspapers,  Inc.,  our  outrage  over  the  firing  of  a 
competent,  highly  professioaal  Christian  solely  on 
the  basis  of  the  employeeb  commitment  to  defend 
traditional  moral  and  family  values;  and 
Be  it  finally  RESOLVED.  That  the  messei«ers 
to  the  Souths  Baptist  Conventioa  call  upon  all 
media  to  refuse  advertising  that  promotes 
homosexuality  or  any  other  lifestyle  that  is 
destructive  to  the  family. 

RrsolHtioa  Ns,  I  — 

On  Prn-IJfr  Actions  at  SBC  Agencies 
Be  it  RESOLVED,  That  wa  the  messengers  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  meAing  in  San 
Antonia  Texas,  June  14-16.  16M  express  ow  ap¬ 
preciation  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Home  Mission 


IteMlnItan  Nn.  6  — 

On  Atotkel 

Be  it  RESOLVED,  That  the - igrr  to  the 

Sssakern  Baptist  Coavantion  nieetiiM  June  14-16, 
MM  in  San  Antonia  Ibxas,  express  our  total  op- 
poailiaa  to  the  advsrtiaing,  raaauCacturiiM. 
dtotribution,  sala  and  mntiimption  of  alcoholic 
beverages;  and 

Be  H  further  RESOLVED,  That  we  airport 
stringent  laws  wMch  will  both  deter  MitouiM  and 
(hiving,  and  also  casuR  swift  prosecution  ef  those 
who  are  accused  at  such;  and 
Be  it  further  RESOLVED.  That  we  urge 
Southera  Baptists  to  work  towiud  makiiM  there 
views  known  though  secular  and  spiritual 
organuatkma  including  total,  state,  and  national 
governments;  and 

Be  it  finally  RESOLVED,  That  we  commend 
organizattoas  wfaiefa  treat  alcohol  relatod  pro¬ 
blems  as  well  as  those  orgaoiaattons  which  pro¬ 
mote  prevention,  usually  scripturally  based 
principtos. 

ReeetotlsB  Ns.  N  — 

On  Expartetlan  sf  AtoalMI  and  Ibhsceo 
Be  it  RESOLVED,  That  we  encourage  the  United 
States  Government  to  cease  to  assist  there  in¬ 
dustries  ( alcohol  and  tobacco)  via  trade  talks ;  and 
Be  it  Anally  RESOLVED,  That  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  in  their  annual  meeting,  June  14-16. 19M  in 
San  Antonia  Ihxas,  (toclare  their  oppoaitton  to 
these  iQrpocritical  practices  by  the  United  SUtes 
Govermnent  on  behalf  of  the  atoobol  and  tobaixo 

industries. 

Rcsstatian  Na  U  — 

Encawageeicnl  to  Farcige  Mtostanartot 

Be  it  RESOLVED,  That  the  Southern  Baptist 
(tonventton,  meeting  in  San  Antonia  Ibxas,  June 
14-16, 16M  communicate  to  foreign  missionaries 
that  we  are  soikOy  united  in  our  appreciatton  for 
them  and  our  commitment  to  their  support. 
Retskrtire  Na  12  — 

On  Civil  Rights  and  IMigtoas  Inrtttstlisi 
Be  it  RESOLVED,  That  wa  the  messengers  of 
the  Southern  Baptiat  Convention,  meeting  in  San 
Antonia  Ibxas,  June  14-16,  HM  do  hereby  urge  all 
Baptist  agencies  and  inetituttons  to  monilar  ctoee- 
ly  the  imptomentotton  of  this  Act  (Gvil  Rights 
Restoratton  Act  of  1668;)  and 
Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we  urge  Baptist 
agencies  and  institutions  to  refuse  direct  federal 
aesiatanca  and  we  encourage  thoae  agencies  and 
institutions  receiving  only  indirect  assistance  to 
seek  legal  counsel  about  seeking  eaennptiora  under 
the  Civil  Rights  Restoratton  Act  srherr  necessary 
to  protect  their  free  exercise  of  reUgtoo;  and 
Be  it  further  RESOLVED.- That  we  urge  Con¬ 
gress  to  amend  the  Act  to  inaure  that  the  constitu- 
ttonal  guarantees  of  the  free  exercise  of  religioa 
are  not  infringed;  and 

Be  it  furiher  RESOLVED.  That,  until  this  act  is 
amendeiL  we  call  upon  government  officials  to 
contioue  interpreting  the  exemption  broadly  so  as 
to  include  those  instituttons  indirectly  controltod 
by  rehgtous  organizattons;  and 
Be  it  furtfaer  RESOLVED),  That  we  request  the 
Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Pubkc  Affairs  and  the 
Public  Affairs  Committee  of  the  SBC  to  seek  this 
corrective  togisUttoa,  in  accordaiKe  with  the 
report  of  the  SpeciaJ  Fbct-FindiiM  Committee  on 
the  Baptist  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Affairs 
adapted  by  the  Soutbern  Baptist  Caeventton  in  St. 
-Louis,  Jima  1367;  and 

Be  it  fuialiy  RESOLVED.  That  we  encourage  all 
Baptists,  to  contact  members  of  Congress  to  urge 
them  fo  support  this  legistotive  action. 
ResalirttowNa  U  — 
am  IntUtattowal  Childcare 
Be  it  RESOLVED,  That  we,  the  messengers  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  meeting  in  San 
Antonto,  Ibxas,  June  14-M,  UM  affirm  that  the 
principal  resporaibility  of  childcare  is  a  family 
responsibility;  and 

^  it  further  RESOLVED.  That  we  express  our 
concern  about  the  need  far  childcare  services  in 
those  regions  where  such  services  may  not  be 
available  In  adequate  supply,  especially  for 
parents  Uving  in  poverty,  marry  of  whom  are  suMle 
parents;  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED.  That  we  express  our 
belief  that  instiUittoaal  childcare  is  most  ade¬ 
quately  reguUted  by  local  and  state  government 
as  opposed  to  federal  government,  and 
Be  it  further  RESOLVED.  That  we  express  our 
conviction  that  Congress  should  explore  alter 
native  such  as  tax  mcentives  instead  of  proparing 
a  new  federal  system  with  a  regulatory  role  far  the 
federal  government,  and 
Be  it  further  RESOLVED.  That  we  urge 
Southera  Baptist  churches  to  conduct  their 
childcare  programs  as  ministries  of  the  local 
church  or  through  cooperatton  among  churches. 


without  financing  from  the  federal  government; 

aad 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we  urge  that  aay 
program  of  childcare  include  aitoquale  safeguards 
to  mainlain  the  separatton  of  church  and  stale; 
and 

Be  it  fiaally  RESOLVED.  That  Southern  Bap- 
tiats  shauM  became  informed  about  the  details  sf 
soy  proposed  togislstion  which  might  promise 
finaacial  support  for  childcare  servicea  begin 
aware  that  such  siibsidtos  are  unwise  aad  could 
biader  instituttoas  from  having  a  distinctive  (9ait- 
tiaa  sritaess. 

ReMkatoa  Na  M  — 

Oa  SchasI  Based  CHatos 
Be  U  RESOLVED,  That  we  the  messei^ets  ef 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  meeting  in  San 
Antonia  Ttoow,  June  M-lf  MM  abhor  the  tendency 
to  bypam  paranlal  conaent  involving  birth  control 
and  abortion;  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we  deplore  the 
operatton  of  School  Baaed  Clinics  which  have  as 
any  port  of  their  function  the  provision  of  con- 
trac^ve  counseling,  medicatioas,  or  devices; 
and. 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we  do  not  bdtove 
that  atiy  fair  interpretotton  of  the  doctrine  of 
separatton  of  church  and  state  requires  the  public 
schools  of  our  nation  to  adopt  and  maintain  an 
amoral  value-foee  approach  to  teenage  ptxxniscui- 
ty,  aixi  we  call  for  public  fchools  as  they  deal  with 
the  seasitive  areas  at  sexual  behavior  to  uphold 
the  standard  of  sexual  abstinence  (xitside  mar¬ 
riage;  and 

Be  it  further  REStHVED,  TTiat  we  support  thoae 
public  school  educators  in  their  efforts  to  promote 
traditional  moral  values  that  teach  abstinence; 
and 

Beit  Anally  RESOLVED,  That  if  “Just  Say  No  ” 
is  the  standard  for  (toug  education,  we  affirm  that 
it  is  equally  applicable  to  sex  educatiem. 
Resstattoa  Na  U  — 

Oa  Haaiaii  Orgaa  Daaatisns 
Be  it  RESOLVED,  That  me,  the  messengers  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  CaavenUon  meetir^  in  San 
Antonia  Ibxas,  June  14-16, 1386,  encourage  plvsi- 
cians  to  requeet  organ  donatton  in  appropriate  cir¬ 
cumstances;  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we  emtourage 
vohinlarism  regarding  organ  donations  in  the 
spirit  of  stewardship;  compassion  for  the  needs  of 
others,  and  alleviating  suffering;  and 
Be  it  further  RESCHVED,  TTist  we  recognize  the 
validity  of  living  wills  and  organ  donor  canfa, 
along  with  the  right  of  next  of  kin  to  make  deci- 
stons  regarding  organ  donations;  and 
Be  it  AnaUy  RESOLVED.  That  nothing  in  the 
reaohittonbeconstniedtocaadaneeuthanasia.in- 
fsnticida  abortton,  or  harvestiiM  of  fetal  tissue  for 
the  procurement  of  organa. 

Reiilatlia  Na  M — 

Oa  Mlafaterial  latcgrity 
Be  it  RESOLVED,  That  we  the  messengers  at 
the  Southern  Baptist  Conventioa,  meetiiM  in  San 
Antonia  Ibxas,  June  14-M,  1316,  pray  for  those  in 
tlie  family  of  God  wtao  are  in  porittons  of 
ministerial  leadership  and  moral  example;  and 
Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we  encourage 
the  daily  cultivation  of  a  strong  spiritual  bunda- 
tton  to  combat  our  personal  tendency  toward  sin; 
and 

Be  it  AnaUy  RESOLVED.  That  we  caU  upon  aU 
Southern  Baptists  who  serve  in  ministry-reiated 
leadership  capacities  to  be  aware  conriantly  of  the 
example  of  tlieir  lives,  and  to  maintain  biblical 
standards  of  honesty,  fidelity,  and  integrity. 
RcsetoUsa  Na  17  — 

Os  cmnaiendtag  Blvwattoaal  Ministers 
Be  it  RESOLVED,  That  sre,  the  meiiengeri  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Conventioa,  meeting  in  San 
Antonia  Tbsas,  June  14-16. 1316.  afAnn  the  role  of 
the  bivocational  minister  as  one  used  of  God  in  the 
work  of  His  Kingdom. 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  this  Convention 
encourage  Southern  BaptisU  to  provide  en¬ 
couragement  and  enhaitoetnent  to  bivocational 
ministry  as  we  work  to  carry  out  Bold  Mission 
Thrust,  and 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED.  That  this  Convention 
encourage  students  preparing  for  church-related 
vocations  to  be  alert  to  the  option  of  chooriiM  a  se¬ 
cond  vocation  as  an  enabler  for  ministry;  and 
Be  it  further  RESOLVED.  That  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  churches  be  encouraged  to  consider 
strengthening  their  programs,  ministry,  and 
outreach  through  the  use  of  bivocational 
ministen;  and 

Be  it  AnaUy  RESOLVED.  That  the  eburehes 
spofisorin^new  congregations  be  encouraged  to 
utilize  bivocational  ministers  to  iniUate  new  work. 
Resotoltoa  Na  It  — 

On  Appreciattoa 

Be  it  RESOLVED.  That  we  express  deep  ap- 
preciatton  to  the  citizens  of  San  Antonio  for  the 

hospitality  extended  to  the  messengers  of  the  Con¬ 
vention  and  the  extra  effort  made  by  this  city  to  ' 
accommodate  a  convention  of  this  size;  and 


Be  it  furiher  RESOLVED,  That  we  acknowtoMe 
aur  debt  of  gratitiigr  to  the  fecal  committed  and 
'  churefaea  far  tkt  moM  caurtoatos,  services,  and 
(  accommadittoai  teat  have  wade  our  stay  a  plea- 
sant  one,  aad  wt  am  cncouragad  to  pray  for  ttos 
great,  strategic  eBy;  and 
Be  it  furthar  RESOUVED,  Tfhat  we  extend  a 
'  apacial  werd  af  thanks  to  Ike  oews  medU  for  m- 
hrmative  coverage  sf  Ike  Cboventtoa,  sad 
Be  it'furtfaer  BESOUVED,  Hat  we  csmnMod  Ike 
officers  at  the  Cinaalisa.  rxssiduut  Actoian  P 
Bogeta.aadVtoerresidmfa  iaikStoBtonaadVto- 
tor  M.  Kaaeufabc  far  thsto  fair,  knowlei^bto;  aad 
pattoat  presidiag;  aad 

Be  U  further  RESOLVED.  That  we  also  express 

our  appreciattoa  to  Dr.  ^ian  P.  Rogers  far  his 
gractoua  and  OhrisUikt  qpirit  as  be  served  as 

president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Coaventton  this 

past  year,  highligktod  by  toe  presktontb  address 
to  the  Ctonventtoa;  aad 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we  also  express 
CUT  appreciattoa  to  aU  of  Ike  hsads  ef  our  Southern 
Baptist  convention  agencies  far  their  devation  to 
Christ,  hqialty  to  their  tasks,  and  tosdership  in  dif- 
AciiH  times  of  our  beloved  Ceovention;  and 
Beit  further  RESOLVED;  That  we  commend  the 
Committee  on  Order  of  Burinees  far  arrangiiM  and 

conducting  an  informative  and  chaUenging  pro¬ 
gram;  and 

Be  it  AnaUy  RESOLVED,  That  we  express  our 
profound  gratitude  to  aU  af  thoae  who  have  coft^ 
tributed  so  miKfa  to  the  enjoyment  at  our  Writ  to 
San  Antonto  and  the  succeta  of  this,  one  hundred 
thirty-first  session. 

Resotattou  Na  13  — 

On  the  ISSUi  Aanlvcrsary  sf  Ckrislianity 
to  the  UX&R. 

Be  it  RESOLVED,  That  we,  the  messengers  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  meeting  in  San 
Antonto.  Tbxas,  June  14-16, 1386.  apptoud  the  heroic 
efforts  of  their  Soviet  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ 

for  their  vitality,  perserverance,  and  commitment 
to  the  proclamation  of  the  Gospel  in  the  Soviet 
Union  (for  31,000  years) ;  and 
Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  we  encourage 
Premier  MUchaiJ  Gorbachev  to  implement  his  an¬ 
nounced  intention  to  expand  the  religious  rights 
of  believers  and  churches;  and 
Be  it  finally  RESOLVED.  That  we  extend  the 
greetings  and  prayerful  support  of  aU  Southern 
Baptists  to  our  Soviet  brothers  and  sisten  in  Christ 
through  the  Baptist  World  Alliance 
representatives. 

Retolattoa  Na.  26  — 

Oa  the  7SUi  Aanlvcrsary  sf  the  PoHsli  Baptist 
Assoriatiaa  of  UaHcd  Stoles  aad  Caoada 

Be  it  RESOLVED,  That  we,  the  mesaengers  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  meeting  in  San 
Antonio,  Ibxas,  June  14-16,  MM  join  these  feUow 
Southern  Baptists  in  cetobrstton  aiid  prayer  on  this 
occaston  of  te  TSth  anniversary  ef  the  Poliah  Bap¬ 
tist  Aasociatton  of  United  States  and  Canada. 
ResataUm  Na  21  — 

Oa  Ike  Faatily 

Be  it  RESOLVED,  That  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  meeting  in  anonal  sexston  June  14-M, 
MM  go  on  record  as  af  Arming  the  importance  of 
the  home  as  the  centor  far  Christian  nurture,  train¬ 
ing,  and  inatruetton  (Proverbs  32:6)  and 
Be  it  further  RESOLVED;  That  Christian  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  church  regarding  bCMtoal  standards  and 
moral  values  be  supported  fay  taoiduiig  and  exam¬ 
ple  in  the  home; 

Be  it  further  RESOLVED,  That  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  express  our  appreciattoa  far  those  organiza- 
tions  and  ministries  wfach  uphold  the  standards 
of  God  concerning  proper  moral  and  family 
values;  and 

Be  it  Anally  RESOLVED.  That  we  believe  that ' 
devation  to  God,  respect  for  authority,  obedience 
to  divine  commands,  self-discipline,  self-coatrol. 
and  kwe  be  both  modeled  and  taught  <1  -nmothy 
1:S)  in  the  home. 

Resstattoa  Nol  22  — 

Oa  Soviet  lavotvemeot  ia  Aaiericaa  Edocattoa 
Be  it  RESOLVED.  That  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  meeting  in  San  Antonio,  June  14^16. 
19M  encourage  messengers  to  contact  our  etoctod 
ofAcialo  and  re(|uest  a  full  explanation  of  the  im- 
ptomentatton  of  this  agreement  (exchange  of  cur¬ 
ricula  and  teaching  material  with  Russia)  and  the 
implications  thereof. 

Pro-life  bill 
sent  to  Congress 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  (EP)  -  A  ban 
on  the  use  of  federal  funds  for  abor¬ 
tion  would  be  extended  to  all  federal 
agencies  and  all  federal  funds  under 
the  ‘President’s  Pro-Life  Act  of  1988.” 
sent  to  Congress  by  the  President  on 
June  8. 


issues  statement  of  commitment 


By  Dan  Martin 

In  the  statement.  Vines  asks  Bap-  C  _ ; 
tists  to  renew  their  commitment  to  the  share  these  ccr. .  „ ' 

SBC  Cooperative  Prt^ram  unified  equally  well  know... 
budget,  to  reach  out  to  one  another.  Vines  continues:  “f 
and  to  prepare  for  the  1989  annual  weeks  and  months, 
meeting  in  Las  Vegas,  Nev.,  where  periodically  sharing 
evangelistic  activities  will  precede  the  statements  a  nd 
convention.  .  ( . 

“I  am  deeply  grateful  for  the  of^r-  the  desire  that  I 

tunity  to  serve  as  president  of  the  to  heal  hurts _ _ 

Southern  Baptist  Convention,”  Vines  committed  to  do  what 
writes  in  his  statement.  “Already,  I  “I  sincerely  ask  yc 
am  aware  of  the  tremendous  prayer  some  additional  com 
support  on  my  behalf  over  the  length  “First,  let  us  all  ren 
and  breadth  of  our  convention.  ment  to  voluntary  gi\ 

“I  commit  myself  to  the  Lord  and  to  through  our  Coopera 


JACKSONVILLE,  Fla.  (BP)  - 
Jerry  Vines,  newly  elected  president 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
has  issued  a  statement  of  commit¬ 
ment  to  Southern  Baptists. 

In  issuing  the  statement  Vines,  co¬ 
pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Jacksonville,  Fla.,  told  Baptist  Press, 
the  news  service  of  the  SBC,  he  in¬ 
tends  to  periodically  issue  statements 
of  purpose  and  “proposals  for  recon¬ 
ciliation.” 

He  added  he  is  aware  such 
statements  from  the  SBC  president 
have  not  been  done  before,  but  said  he 
believes  the  time  has  come  to  b^in 
to  heal  some  of  the  hurts  of  the  SBC, 
which  has  been  tom  by  strife  for  near¬ 
ly  a  decade.  , 


hat  the  spirit  with  which  I  hold  and  "Second,  let  us  all  begin  to  reach  out  addresses  by  Adrian  P.  Rogers  and 
!  convictions  will  become  to  one  another  in  ^speech,  always  with  Joel  Gregory  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
I  .u  grace,  seasoned  with  salt’ (Colossians  Convention  annual  meeting  this  sum- 

In  toe  4:6).  mer  are  available  from  the  Baptist 

1  will  be  “Third,  let  us  prepare  to  involve  Tblecommunication  Network, 
with  you  ourselves  in  the  exciting  witnessing  Rogers,  who  ended  his  term  as  SBC 
proposals  for  recon-  opportunities  next  year  in  Us  Vegas  president  during  the  annual  meetine 
and  commit  ourselves  again  to  per-  June  14-16  in  San  Antonio,  Ttacas^ 

-  1  may  w  usM  of  God  sonal  witnessing  in  our  Jerusalem.’  delivered  the  annual  president's 
in  our  fellowship.  1  am  “No  man  can  bring  about  healing,  address. 

—  .._1  one  man  can  do.  The  Bible  says,  *I  am  the  Lord  that  Gregory,  pastor  of  Travis  Avenue 

/  ask  you  to  join  me  m  healeththee.’(Exodusl5:26).ButIdo  Baptist  Chulrch  in  Fort  Worth,  Ttexas. 
nal  commitments.  commit  myself  to  be  one  of  the  many  preached  the  convention  sermon, 
s  all  ren^  our  commit-  ‘beloved  physicians’  working  under  The  tapes  of  each  message  cost 
1^  ry  giving  to  missions  the  direction  of  the  Great  Physician.”  S24.95  and  may  be  ordered  through  the 
cooperative  Program.  Dan  Martin  is  BP  news  editor.  Sunday  School  Board’s  toll-free 
-  telephone  number,  1-800-458-BSSB. 


Controversy  Capsules 


Confusad  About  LIf*  Inauranco? 
Why  not  buy  Mm  most  Ilfs  Insurancs 
for  tfis  least  amount  of  money? 
Example:  Male,  60,  non-smoker 

$100,000 

For  only  $32.56  per  mo. 

Call  Don  Mahaffey 
9;30am  to  4:30pm  ET  Mon.-Frt. 

Toll  Free  1-600-3e7-S402 


scneauies  Compiled  by  Tim  Nicholas 

^  This  occasional  column  continues  Lloyd  Elder  tc 

•  1  e  ®  controversy-related  items,  tation  that  if 

The  Baptist  Record  will  usually  have  ble,Southern 
^  ^  ^  C7 i  V/  J.i  tv/  X  J. O  tc XX  voluminous  accounts  on  hand.  Christian  fell 

schedutod^^  ®  •‘^31  to  the  denomination,  “yet  The  Americariss^^tion  of  tion°*conrerni 

at ^  wanting  to  hold  fast  to  our  integrity.  University  Professors  has  given  believer  Elde 
hShville  Woodmont  Church,  How  Ionian  we  support  institution^  awards  to  Southeastern  Semiiwry’s  presses  the  fn 

that  are  becoming  more  and  more  un-  association  chapter  and  to  the  ty  of  every  bel 
su^rtable?”  he  asked.  seminary’s  former  president  Randall  SrfeSAi 

V*®  Thomason  said  another  purpose' of  Lolley  for  “outstanding  contributions  the  eifts  cal 

Jackson.  “My  guess  is  we  will  con-  the  convocaUon  wiU  be  to  rJachTt  to  to  aSdemic  freedol^^’  ev^r?  Si^ 

tim«  to  «plore  ways  of  su^rting  other  moderates  and  “demonstrate  The  chapter  is  being  honored  CommS^c 

^  Alliance  is  because,  according  to  Dennis  Marks.  He  adde< 

»  T  I.  .  ®  group.”  chairman  of  the  AAUP  membership  undergirds  ar 

Jacksons  Since  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven-  committee,  it ‘lias  provided  a  reason-  undershenher 
in  San  Antonio  where  the  ed  and  principled  course  for  the  sibility  and  au 
Allian!?!.  ^  Conservative  Candidate  Jerry  Vines  seminary’s  faculty,  students,  alumni,  the  midst  of  th 

K  r«olve  IS  how  can  we  won  election  as  president,  Thomason  and  aU  who  would  resist  the  erosion  not  abrocate  tl 

hold  ^  devalues  of  loyalty  and  in-  said  there  has  been  a  “flood”  of  calls  of  academic  freedom.”  a^ 

^  a^lettere  from  people  looking  to  the  Matthew  Finkin.  chairman  of  the  perform  their 

He  said  that  moderates  are  wanting  Alliance  for  leadership.  AAUP  committee  on  academic  O^doctrim,  . 
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MC  sets  childhood 
education  workshop 

The  20th  Early  Childhood  Educa-  The  workshon  is  desiened  for 


Piano  Company 

226  Hwy  51  N  Tim  Kelly.  Manager 
nidgeland  856-2524 


ine  20th  Early  Childhood  Educa-  The  workshop  is  designed  for 
tion  Workshop  has  been  scheduled  at  undergraduate  and  graduate  students 
Mi^issippi  College  for  July  18-22,  ac-  who  wish  to  earn  credit,  kindergarten 
cording  to  Betty  Coward,  workshop  teachers  and  coordinators,  elemen- 
director  and  head  of  the  Home  tary  teachers  and  principals,  pre- 
Economics  Department.  school  teachers,  day  care  ad- 

^1*****®  11**  w^k  will  be  “Doing  ministrators,  and  church  education 

What  is  Best  for  Children  Tbday.”  Ses-  directors  and  staff.  It  is  approved  for 
sions  will  focus  on  day  care  ad-  27  hours  of  continuing  education  for 
ministration  and  curriculum,  the  members  of  the  American  Home 
child  in  school  settings,  health  con-  Economics  Association, 
cems  (rf  children,  what  teachers  need 

to  know  about  child  abuse,  curriculum  All  participants  (for  non-credit  or 
development  for  age  groups  from  credit)  and  asked  to  pre-register  For 
babies  through  five-year-olds,  and  informaUon,  contact  the  Office  (rf  Con- 
personal  and  professional  develop-  tinuing  Education.  Box  4185. 
ment  for  persons  who  work  with  Mississippi  CoU^  Clinton,  MS  39068! 
young  children.  or  telephone  (601)  925-3301. 
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Van  Winkle  carp#! 

st»»plps.  lighting 
Church  folding  doors 

tm  It.,  ..  inoater  seals 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501.  Fulton.  MS  38843 
In  MS  Toll  Free  1  •800-624-9627 
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{ ManHago  Eartchmeiit 
Weekeml  Retreat 

August  5-6 
Biloxi  Beach  Motor  Inn 

•  Spirituality 
•  Communication 
•  Intimacy 
•  Conflict  Resolution 

Jim  Baugh,  Ph.O. 
Beverly  Sandifer,  Ph.D. 

Registration  deadline:  July  22 
(601)  268-5900 


Mississippi  Baptists  gave  their  third 
highest  total  monthly  gift  through  the 
Crxiperative  Program  in  June,  aoxird- 
ing  to  Elarl  Kelly,  executive  director- 
treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Ckinvention  Board. 


The  total  was  $1^,511.  The  only 
months  with  higher  giving  amounts 
were  January  of  1966  with  $1,944,314; 
and  January  of  1965  with  $1,904,875. 


CREAM  OF  THE  CROP 


Mississippi  College  has  established  a  tradition  of  attracting 
some  of  the  state's  most  promising  students  each  academic 
year.  The  Freshman  Class  of  1988  will  be  no  exception! 

Seventeen  of  this  year's  Mississippi  Merit  Scholars  have  an¬ 
nounced  their  intention  to  attend  Mississippi  College  and  will 
be  enrolling  in  August.  We  are  proud,  for  it  shows  their  faith 
and  confidence  in  our  academic  programs. 

When  it  comes  to  education,  we  take  a  back  seat  to  no 
institution.  That's  the  way  it  should  be  since  we've  been  in  the 
business  since  1826  —  longer  than  any  college  or  university  in 
the  state.  In  fact,  we  were  just  selected  as  one  of  New  York 
Times'  "Best  Buys  In  Colleges." 

As  a  private,  denominational  school,  owned  and  operated 
by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  we  are  confident  we  can 
offer  these  young  scholars  a  Christian  environment  as  they  pre¬ 
pare  for  their  chosen  vocations.  Our  business  is  education,  but 
we  help  build  lives,  tool 

Welcome,  National  Merit  Program  Finalists,  to  one  of  the 
most '  respected  colleges  in  America.  We  pledge  to  live  up  to 
your  trust  and  confidence. 


EMERALD  PURSER 
Fruklii  Hi|k  ScbMl 


CtAiG  STALEY 
SmIA  Naltkn  Hi|li  ScIimI 


DEBORAH  LTNN  WtlSON 
Lawrnct  C«.  Hi|A  ScAmI 


KELLY  EASLEY 


Vardanai  Hifk  Sckaal 


MARY  CAROL  WHITE 
Wia|fieM  Hi|k  Sckaal 


MATTHEW  BRADEORD 
McCaab  Hi|k  Sckaal 


MICHAEL  HESS 
Nartkcaii  Jam  Hi|k  Sckaal 


DAVID  GARNER 
Waadlak  Hilb  Hifk  Sckaal 


STEVE  SHELTON 
Mecidiaa  Hifk  Sckaal 


TRAa  SMITH  . 
NettiHai  Hifk  Scka^ 


LEIGH  ANN  BREAZEALE 
BraWaa  Hifk  Sckaal 


SlarkvUlc  Hifk  Sckaal 


KIM  GUUEDGE 
FlarcKt  Hifk  akaal 


STAa  LECGEn 
Fareil  Hill  Hifk  Sckaal 


CLMTON,  MSSISSm  39058 

For  Further  Information  Call  925*3240 


Hiiirsday,  July  14.  HM 
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INJ^issionary  faces  firing  Ben  Yarber  credits  church 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  A 
Southern  Baptist  foreign  missionary 
has  been  asked  to  resign  because  of 
what  was  termed  a  lack  of  clarity  in 
his  views  concerning  the  deity, 
miracles,  and  physical  resurrection  of 
Christ. 

Michael  E.  Willett,  who  is  in 
language  study  in  (3osta  Rica  and  was 
appointed  as  a  seminary  teacher  for 
Venezuela,  “did  not  present  a  strong 
positive  statement  of  the  gospel,” 
reported  J.  Bryan  Brasington,  direc¬ 
tor  of  Southern  Baptist  work  in 
Spanish-speaking  South  America, 
after  meeting  with  the  missionary  in 
mid- June. 

Brasington  said  the  missionary  was 
“hesitant  to  say  Jesus  was  the  ^n  of 
God, . .  .  not  positive  that  all  the 
miracles  in  the  Bible  occurred”  and 
hesitant  to  say  that  Jesus  was  resur¬ 
rected  physically. 

Willett  submitted  his  resignation 
June  18  but  rescinded  it  in  a  July  7 
telephone  call  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Board. 

In  a  telephone  interview  July  6, 
Willett  said  an  article  he  wrote  sup¬ 
porting  women  in  ministry  was  the 


By  Art  TMlston 


focus  of  the  meeting  with  Brasington. 

He  said  he  was  told  a  number  of 
Foreign  Mission  Board  trustees  began 


article  appeared  in  the  April  issue  of 
SBC  Todayt  an  independent 
newspaper  affiliated  with  Southern 


Joe  Stacker,  right,  of  the  Sunday  School  Board’s  Church  Administration  Depart¬ 
ment,  congratulates  Mrs  Ben  Yarber  at  Ridgecrest,  where  Yarber  received  an  award 
from  the  Sunday  School  Board  for  being  named  one  of  the  two  small  church  pastors 
of  the  year  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  Yarber  and  the  couple's  daughter, 
Angela.  16,  are  also  in  the  picture 


Baptists  still  divided,  editors  agree 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
ches  and  continue  vigorous  denomina- 
tional  involvement  and  strong  support 
of  the  Cooperative  Program  (conven¬ 
tion  budget).  If  so,  we  will  remain  a 
vital  denomination  with  a  strong 
majority-minority  relationship.  Short 
of  this,  the  denominational  troubles 
grow  greater.” 

J.B  Fowler  of  New  Mexico  wrote  to 
new  President  Vines,  whom  he  quoted 
as  saying,  “I  want  to  do  the  right  thing 
and  do  it  in  the  right  way.”  Fowler 


said:  “Doing  the  right  thing  in  the 
right  way  will  surely  include  involv¬ 
ing  loyal  Southern  Baptists  from  the 
broad  spectrum  of  the  SBC  in  conven¬ 
tion  activities  ....  Brother  president, 
do  the  right  thing  in  the  right  way,  and 
we  will  long  remember  you  and  your 
noble  example.” 

“There  is  nothing  of  God  in  this  sad 
situation;  it  is  full  of  evil  and  human 
machinations  rather  than  the  Spirit  of 
Christ,”  said  North  Carolina’s 


Puckett.  “If  there  is  a  solution,  there 
is  only  one.  Good  and  decent  people 
from  both  groups  must  confront  the 
evil  which  has  taken  over  the 
denomination.” 

*hTiere  is  hope,”  countered  James 
Watters  of  the  Northwest.  “And 
Richard  Jackson  said  it  best  in  his 
press  conference  immediately  follow¬ 
ing  his  defeated  candidacy  for  presi¬ 
dent,  ‘Don’t  panic,  and  don’t  give  up 
on  the  Southern  Baptist  (Convention.’  ” 


Editors  praise  Gregory  sermon 


(jfContinued  from  page  2) 
Priesthood  of  the  Believer.”  The 
resolution  had  been  af^roved  by 
about  a  10  percent  margin  after  at¬ 
tempts  failed  to  substitute,  amend  and 
refer  it  to  the  convention’s  Executive 
Committee. 

The  resolution’s  four  principles  af¬ 
firm  belief  in  the  priesthood  of  the 
believer;  state  the  doctrine  “in  no  way 
gives  license  to  misinterpret,  explain 
away,  demythologize  or  extrapolate 
out  elements  (A  the  supernatural  from 
the  Bible”;  note  that  the  doctrine  “in 
no  way  contradicts  the  biblical 
understanding  of  the  role,  respon¬ 
sibility  and  authority  of  the  pastor”; 
'“and  affirm  that  “elders,  or  pastors, 
are  called  of  God  to  lead  the  local 
church.” 

‘The  most  unfortunate  action  of  the 
convention,  from  my  point  of  view, 
was  approval  of  the  resolution  on  the 
priesth^  of  the  believer,”  wrote  Bill 
Webb  of  Illinois.  “The  resolution 
claims  to  affirm  the  doctrine,  but  in¬ 
stead  virtually  undermines  it  with  a 
series  of  disclaimers.” 

Webb  was  echoed  by  Virginia's 
Julian  Pentecost,  who  said  the 
priesthood  statement  should  get  “this 


year’s  award  for  most  abominable 
resolution.” 

Puckett  called  it  “nothing  short  of 
pure  heresy  to  a  genuine  Baptist,”  and 
South  (Carolina’s  John  Roberts  said  it 
“represents  a  basic  departure  and 
new  concept  of  who  we  are  as  Bap¬ 
tists.” 

Roberts  wrote:  “A  scant  200  years 
ago,  Baptists  were  publicly  whipped 
and  locked  in  prison  for  insisting  on 
the  right  to  read  the  'Bible  for 
themselves,  for  refusing  to  submit  to 
clergy  in  any  matter  of  conscience  or 
belief.  We  became  known  as  a 
priesthood  of  believers,  a  distinction 
that  has  been  a  source  of  pride  and 
comfort  to  many  Baptists.  Resolution 
Five  would  change  all  that.” 

Several  editors  disputed  the'resolu- 
tion’s  claim  that  the  doctrine  does  not 
have  strong  roots  in  church  and  Bap- 
‘tist  history.  Puckett  cited  Baptist 
theologians  B.H.  Carroll  and  E.Y. 
Mullins.  Pentecost  dted  Jesus  and  the 
Apostle  Paul,  as  well  as  Mullins  and 
Baptist  forebears  (George  W.  Truett, 
Isaac  Backus,  John  Leland,  Roger 
Williams,  Thomas  Helwys,  and  John 
Smyth. 

Editors  also  cited  Scripture 


references  that,  they  said,  support 
their  positions:  I  Peter  2:5  and  9;  Ex¬ 
odus  9:4-6  and  19:3-6,  and  Revelation 
1:5-6, 5:9-10  and  20:6.  “It  is  beyond  our 
understanding  how  people  who  claim 
to  be  deeply  committed  to  the^Bible 
and  its  message  could  support  a 
resolution  so  contrary  to  the  spirit  and 
substance  of  biblical  revelation,” 
Pentecost  said. 

“Hie  resolution  as  adopted  is  a 
mockery  of  the  New  Ibstament’s 
repeated  emphasis  on  the  equality  of 
all  believers  in  Christ  and  the  right 
and  responsibility  of  each  believer  to 
deal  directly  with  God  for  himself.” 

“Some  churches  mistreat  their 
pastors,  and  that  is  patently  wrong, 
but  the  solution  to  abuse  does  not  rest 
in  a  pastor  becoming  a  bishop,  car¬ 
dinal  or  pope,”  said  Puckett.  He 
charged:  “Present  denominational 
leadership  want  to  establish  the  body 
of  beliefs  at  the  national  level  and 
have  them  implemented  through 
authoritarian  pastors  at  the  local 
church  level  Such  an  approach  is  vin¬ 
tage  Roman  Catholicism.  You  cant  be 
a  Baptist  and  believe  that.” 


with  success  pattern 

By  Don  .McGregor 


Ben  Yarber,  pastor  of  Canaan 
Church,  Ckrfumbus,  is  one  of  two  small 
church  pastors  of  the  year  in  the 
Southern  Baptist 
Convention.  Yarbo- 
V  was  chosen  small 
A  B  church  pastor 
the  year  for  the 
area  east  of  the 
Mississippi  River 
and  was  honored 
late  June 
Ridgecrest  b>'  the 
Yarber  Sunday  School 
Board’s  Church  Administration 
Department. 

He  was  honored  again  this  week  at 
Gulfshore  for  being  one  of  two  small 
church  pastors  of  the  year  in 
Mississippi.  The  other  honoree,  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  June  29  issue  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Record,  was  John  Sharp,  pastor  of 
Sebastopol  Church,  Sebastopol. 

In  each  case,  nominations  were 
made  by  directors  of  missioas  in  each 
association,  and  the  two  Mississippi 
honorees  were  selected  by  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Church  Ad¬ 
ministration  Department  from  many 
applications. 

Yarber  has  been  pastor  of  (Canaan 
Church  since  Oct.  1,  1985.  The 
statistics  tell  the  story.  When  he  arriv¬ 
ed,  the  Sunday  School  attendance 
average  was  41,  and  the  average  for 
the  morning  worship  attendance  was 
65.  The  Sunday  School  now  has  an 
average  attendance  of  128,  and  the 
worship  service  attendance  is  now 
averaging  about  300.  Budget  receipts 
for  1985  were  836,856.  The  annual 
budget  is  now  more  than  $100,000. 

There  have  been  235  additions  since 
Yarber  became  the  pastor.  Baptisms 
have  accounted  for  100  of  these.  That 
leaves  135  additions  by  letter. 

Canaan  is  Yarber’s  second  church. 
He  was  at  Artesia  Church  near 
Starkville  for  5'*  years  before  going 
to  (Tanaan.  Before  that  he  was  in 
evangelism  for  two  years. 

C!anaan,  however,  is  his  first  full¬ 
time  pastorate  He  was  a  bi-vocational 
pastor  at  Artesia  and  was  involved  in 
radio  for  the  other  part  of  his  voca¬ 
tion.  He  was  active  in  broadcasting, 
sales,  and  programming.  He  says  he 
was  a  disk  jockey  for  most  of  his  life. 

Yarber  was  saved  in  1967.  He  is  from 
Franklin  County  in  Alabama  but  was 
a  deacon  at  Immanuel  Church,  Col¬ 
umbus,  when  he  felt  a  “pronounced” 
call  to  the  ministry.  He  said  that  he 
didn’t  want  to  put  himself  into  the 
Lord’s  hands,  so  he  didn’t  make  a 
commitment  to  go  into  the  ministry. 
He  added  that  he  didn’t  feel  qualified; 
but,  nevertheless,  he  couldn’t  sleep  at 
night  and  got  no  rest.  It  was  not  until 
he  surrendered  to  the  ministry  in  1978 
that  peace  came,  he  said. 

In  1963  Yarber  enrolled  in  the 
.,seminary  extension  program  and  will 
finish  his  courses  this  year  with  a  col¬ 
lege  level  education.  He  has  com¬ 
pleted  13  of  16  courses  and  will  finish 
the  others  this  year.  He  attended  the 
courses  at  the  center  in  (Rumbus  at 
night.  He  is  director  of  the  center  now 
and  has  14  students  enrolled.  Some 
are  pastors  and  some  are  lay  people, 
he  noted. 

He  was  married  and  had  two 


children  when  he  surrendered  to  the 
ministry.  His  son  is  now  a  student  at 
New  Orleans  Seminary,  and  his 
daughter  is  16  years  of  age. 

The  church  was  established  in  1960  , 
but  J.  C.  Mitchell,  in  making  the 
recommendation,  said  that  it  had 
almost  ceased  to  be  a  Southern  Bap^ 
tist  church.  It  w^s  not  giving  to  mis¬ 
sions  through  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  and  was  not  contributing  to 
associational  missions.  It  was  not  us¬ 
ing  Southern  Baptist  literature  There 
was  no  Church  Training,  no 
Brotherhood,  and  no  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union  or  other  missions 
organizations. 

Since  Yarber  has  been  the  pastor 
the  church  has  initiated  Church  TVain 
ing  and  has  organized  a  Womans  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union,  a  Brotherhood,  and 
missions  organizations  for  children 
and  youth.  Also  Southern  Baptist 
literature  is  used  throughout  the  Sun¬ 
day  School 

The  church  now  gives  10  percent  to 
missions.  It  contributes  regularly 
through  the  Cooperative  Program  and 
to  associational  missions  It  par¬ 
ticipates  in  all  of  the  special  missions 
offerings. 

Numerical  success  for  Canaan 
Church  has  necessitated  more  space. 
In  May  the  church  dedicated  a 
62.5-seat  auditorium.  The  building,  the 
pews,  and  additional  parking  space 
was  purchased  for  $450,000.  The  54  by 
172-foo(  building  added  also  new  of¬ 
fices,  a  new  choir  room,  and  17  new 
classroofns.  The  church  now  has  a 
children’s  worship  service  and  has 
purchased  a  bus  and  a  van.  Members 
are  coming  from  the  eastern  area  of 
Columbus,  where  the  church  is 
located,  and  even  from  Alabama.  It  is 
about  eight  miles  to  the  state  line,  and 
some  members  are  driving  12  miles 
or  so  to  attend  services. 

“The  church  deserves  the  credit  for 
the  success,”  Yarber  said.  He  added 
that  he  has  never  seen  a  church  more 
willing  to  go  after  iHospects.  “I've  got 
a  lot  of  good  help,”  he  said.  “I  believe 
there  is  a  resurgence  and  interest  in 
winning  people  to  the  Lord,”  he  said. 

“I  believe  in  the  Great  Commis¬ 
sion,”  he  declared.  I  believe  you  have 
to  go  after  the  prospects  and  the  lost. 
We  have  an  active  visitation  program 
and  good,  strong,  committed  people 
who  are  willing  to  help.” 

Yarber  said  that  he  is  proud  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.  He 
credits  the  Probe  Program  with  giv¬ 
ing  the  church  a  shot  in  the  arm  and 
helping  to  determine  who  its 
members  are  socially  and 
economically.  He  saw  the  church  as 
it  was  and  said  be  zeroed  in  on  its 
category  and  potential. 

“The  Southern  Baptist  (Convention 
has  helps,”  he  said.  “It  is  the  most 
evangelistic  and  most  mission  mind¬ 
ed  of  any  denomination.” 

He  said  that  he  couldn’t  have  ac¬ 
complished  the  task  without  help. 

Mitchell  said  that  beyond  the 
statistical  evidence  of  pastoral  ex¬ 
cellence,  Yarber  also  “reflects  a  spirit 
of  service  and  participation.” 

He  is  small  church  pastor  of  the 
year  among  Southern  Baptists  for  the 
eastern  half  of  the  UniM  States. 
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Just  for  the  Record 


(Continued  from  page  7)  church  teaching  that  “Jesus  is 
Baptist  Convention  moderates.  and  man,  divine  and  human."  He  af- 

The  board  will  act  on  Willett’s  firmed  “the  tradition  of  Jesus  as  a 
status  as  a  missionary  during  its  Ju-  miracle  worker,  as  a  healer,  as  an  ex- 
ly  19-21  meeting  at  Glorieta,  N.M.  orcist.”  But  he  noted  “the  possibility 
Willett  is  a  native  of  Independence,  that  some  mtracle  stories  were  ex- 
Mo.,  and  a  1985  doctor  of  {^ilosophy  panded,  perhaps  even  created  in  the 
graduate  from  Southern  Baptist  early  church  as  the  gospel  was  pro- 
Theological  Seminary  in  Louisville,  claimed.”  The  miracle  stories  he 
Ky.  He  also  taught  th^  during  parts  questions  "are  a  small  number  com- 
of  1983  and  1984.  He  was  an  instructor  pared  to  those  I  accept,”  be  said, 
at  William  Jewell  (Allege  in  Liberty,  Jesus,  in  his  resurrection,  “was 
Mo.,  during  1985  and  an  adjunct  pro-  transformed  into  a  new  level  of  ex- 
fessor  at  Midwestern  Seminary  in  istence  with  God.  Tb  say  that  (Jesus’) 
Kansas  City,  Mo.,  during  1986.  spiritual  body  has  flesh  and  bones  like 

He  was  appointed  a  missionary  in  you  and  I  have  is  to  reduce  the  resur- 
April  1987,  began  language  studies  rection  to  a  resuscitation,”  Willett 
four  months  later  and  was  scheduled  said. 

to  move  to  Venezuela  in  August.  He  described  his  views  as  “consis- 

In  his  now-rescinded  letter  of  tent  with  the  mainstream  of  Christian 


mat  me  rxMeign  Mission  Board  ‘bould  inerrantist  position  is  going  to  be  ac- 
not  support  me”  in  light  of  his  article,  ceptable  on  the  foreign  mission  field 

that  needs  to  be  stated. 

“I  am  deeply  saddened  and  hurt, 
because  I  feel  that  the  work  to  which 
God  has  called  me  has  been  taken 
from  me.” 

Concerns  about  Willett’s  theological 
views  surfaced  after  various  conver¬ 
sations  with  fellow  missionaries  in 
Cbsta  Rica,  Kammerdioier  said.  One 
a  of  Willett’s  fellow  missionaries  wrote 
a  letter  to  a  friend  in  the  United  States 
expressing  concern  about  Willett’s 
doctrinal  views.  The  letter  received 
some  circulation -before  being  for- 

o  »  ,  -  “  warded  to  Board  President  R.  Keith 

McDonald  is  pastor.  strife  among  Southern  Baptists,  he  Parks. 

Yayoo  Titv  will  “Everybody  could  be  and  should  In  interviews  and  written 

✓  .  ^  forgiven  in  order  to  bring  about  documents  prior  to  his  ^wointment 

honor  Jerry  Glower  ^  “WMtion.”  as  a  missiona^  WjLUeft’s  theological 

^  •'  Kammerdiener,  board  vice  statements  were  consjflei^  consis- 

FmtChi^h,  Yazoo  aty,  has  set  Ju-  president  for  the  Americas,  also  said  tentwithForeignMissionBoardstan- 
ly  17  as  a  day  to  say  “thank  you’'- to  concern  existed  among  several  dards,  Kammerdiener  noted,  and 
Jerry  aoww  and  his  wife.  Homerline  trustees  over  the  article  But  no  were  approved  by  the  staff  and 
The  aowers,  members  of  that  church  organized  effwt  to  fire  Willett  was  evi-  trustees  of  the  board, 
for  30  years,  plan  to  move  to  a  nw  dent  when  trustees  met  in  June  in  San  In  his  letter  to  Willett,  Brasington 
house  in  his  home  county,  Amite  Antonio,  'Texas,  Kammerdiener  said,  noted,  “I  think  you  realiw  that  if  you 
,  Brasington,  in  a  meeting  with  had  exiwessed  these  same  doubts  in 


“Oi^wsition  to  women  is  unfiHgivable 
iai  quIK  was  made  by  Mrs.  Ada  Lee  Jones  sin.” 

hter,  Leigh  Ann  Duncan.  Mrs.  Jones  serv-  Brasington,  however,  wrote  back  to 
;hairman  tor  the  Holly  Church,  Alcom  Willett  to  reiterate  that  doctrinal 
uill  was  displayed  at  the  Alcorn  Associa-  issues,  not  the  article,  were  the 
May  19  and  at  the  Holly  Church  celebra-  primary  reason  for  requesting  his 

resignation. 

Carmel  Church,  Monticello,  Brasingtonacknowledgedthqarti- 
Lawrence  Association,  will  be  having  cle  did  raise  questions  among  a 
Vacation  Bible  School,  July  18-22.  number  of  the  board’s  trustees.  In  a 
Preschoolers  and  children  will  meet  telephone  interview,  Brasington  said 
each  day  from  8:30-11:30  a.m.  with  the  his  own  view  of  the  article  is  that  it  un¬ 
youth  meeting  at  6:30-8:30  p.m.  The  fairly  accuses  people  on  one  side  of  a 
church  bus  will  run.  Parents  Night  controversial  issue  of  committins  the 

•  AA  i*  .  AA  .  .  .  .  ^ 


Roxlo  Ctiuich  WMU  celebrated  the  national  WMU  centen¬ 
nial  by  completing  a  quilt,  made  mostly  by  Mrs.  Ruby  Smith. 
A  centennial  birthday  cake  was  made  by  Mrs.  Kay  Pollard. 


Sunrise  Church,  Leake  County,  celebrated  its  100th  birthday  of  WMU  on  May 
14.  Mrs.  Wanda  Johnston  was  centennial  chairman. 

Pictured  are  tour  generations  of  the  Jones  family  that  participated  in  the  centen¬ 
nial,  left  to  right,  Mrs.  Maggie  Jones,  her  daughter,  Edna  Earl  Jones,  granddaughter, 
Colene  McNair,  great  granddaughter,  Colene  McNair,  great  granddaughters,  Lori  and 
Lana  Rogers,  daughter,  Frances  Rogers,  WMU  director,  and  granddaughter-in-law. 
Penny  Rogers.  Not  pictured,  Susan  Kinton,  granddaughter. 


^  H  P  A..  ^  ”061  a  reception  m  in  seminary  settings  in  Spanish- 

I  f  Church  Activities  speaking  South  America.  A  Southern 

^  Biul^ng.  reception  is  opra  Baptist  missionary  who  teaches  in  a 

“rhe  Foreign  Mission  Board  has 

•  A  ■  Cei6Drai0  IDUin  historically  expected  missionaries  to  Canseyville:  July  17-22.  Sunday 

\  \  \  A-  ML  Zion  Church,  near  Osyka  in  Pike  ^  a  clear  statement  regularl  times;  7:30  p.m,  Mwi-Fri.; 

\\  \  w  i  *  County,  will  celebrate  its  150th  an-  *'®8arm^  the  fundamentals  of  the  evangelist,  John  Edirards,  pastor  of 

\  \  ,»  '•  niversary  on  July  24.  8ospcI.  including  the  deity,  miracles,  UnicmCSiurch,  Clarke  County;  music 

At  the  Clay  County  W.MiJ.  centennial  celebration,  held  at  First  Church,  West  Tbm  Sumrall  Jr,  former  pastw,  will  resurrection  of  Christ,”  said  led  by  Wendy  Boldin,  Caustyville’s 
Point,  on  May  17,  Mrs.  Cindy  Pelphrey  (left),  Columbus,  associate  coordinator  tor  Area  deliver  the  11  a.m.  message  Billy  Ray  ^"**"®*'<®6ner.  summer  music  and  youth  director; 

IV.  gave  the  challenge  tor  the  future.  Also  participating  in  the  program  were  the  Simmons,  former  pastoi;  will  lead  the  Willett  said  he  agrees  with  historic  Don  Womble,  pastor, 
representatives  from  Clay  County  to  the  national  celebration  in  Richmond:  Mrs.  Louise  singing.  Dinner  in  Fellowship  Hall  will 

Hill  (seco^  from  left),  county  WMU  representative;  Mrs.  Omera  Dodson,  represen-  follow  the  morning  service  After-  IVIisRiRRirirki  Ttflrktiet  aAtixritiAo 

ting  First  Church.  West  Point;  and  Lola  Pruett,  representing  West  End  Church.  The  ward,  former  pa^rs  will  speak.  sSlSSippl  OaptlSt  aCtlVltieS 

centennial  qialt  in  tfw  background,  a  featured  part  of  the  program,  was  made  by  There  will  be  no  night  service  Dale  July  17  Women’s  RecogniUon  Sunday  (CAC  Ernnhasw) 
members  of  Baptist  Women  at  First  Church.  Sheridan  is  the  nastor.  .Inlv  ir.3i  - 1  — 


Revival  dates 


Second,  Greenville 
to  mark  50th 

Second  CJhurch,  Greenville,  wiU 
celebrate  its  50th  Anniversary  on  Ju¬ 
ly  24.  Second  Church  was  organized  in 
July,  1938,  as  a  mission  of  First 
(Thurch,  Greenville 

The  celebration  will  begin  at  9  a.m. 
and  conclude  at  3  p.m.  Bob  Connerly 
is  pastor. 


trade-ins 

Large  selection  of  new  and  used  buses  in 
stock. 

Cali  today!  ARKANSAS  BUS  EXCHANGE 

Toll  Free  R  O.  Box  9006  —  Pine  Bluff,  AR  71611 


FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 

Sciiool  a  CiMPcIi  Funiitupe 

•  ComplHc  stock  of  chairs,  tables,  desks  aad 
furaishings  for  Classroom,  Library,  Sanday 
School,  Auditorium,  Cafeteria  and  every 
School  and  Charch  ase. 

KVtUYTHINC  FOR  H|n||X|IXIIT 
THE  SCHOOL 
AND  CHURCH 


staff  changes 


Retired  pastor;  Bill  Day,  dies 


W.  L.  (Bill)  Day,  88,  retired  pastor, 
died  June  36  in  Memphis.  Graveside 
services  were  held  June  29  at  Rose 


Nashville 

He  served  as  minister  of  education 
in  1\exas  churches  and  at  First, 


Hill  Cemetery,  Jackson,  before  enterinf  the 
Brookhaven.  Day  pastorate 

W^on^^^b  IJ*  preceded  him  in  death  in 

un  1M3.  Other  survivors  include  his  son 
at  RmAhS^  and  two  brothers,  Scheumann  Day  of 
B™^n.»dWe.l^D.y,^B.y 

included  First,  Thxas. 

Collins;  First,  Day,  a  graduate  of  HfiOsaps  Chtefe, 

Pascagoula;  studied  at  SouthwesteraSemiiiafy.  He 

Beacon  Street,  had  served  as  a  member  of  Hk 
Philadelphia ;  Calvary,  'Dipelo;  First,  Mississippi  Baptist  Conwntioa  Board 
Louisville;  Fairview,  Indiiuwla ;  and  and  of  its  Exeoitive  Canunittae  The 
Enon  (Winston).  He  had  retir^  in  Mississippi  Baptist  Coaveatiaa 
1974,  moved  to  Louisville,  and  from  elected  him  as  vice  president  in  1908 
thence  to  a  retirement  home  near  and  1957. 


Oak  Hill  Charch,  Foplarville, 
recently  called  Grover  C.  Glenn  III, 
37,  as  pastor. 


Wayae  Fults  has  recently  became  Southern  Hills  Church,  Jackson,- 
pastor  of  Emmanuel  Baptist  Church  has  called  John  Cockrell  as  pastor,  ef- 
of  Rock  Springs,  Wy.  He  moved  there  fective  June  5.  (3ockreB  is  only  the  se- 
from  having  served  Live  years  as  a  pastor  in  the 

home  missionary  in  Blanding,  Utah.  history  of  the 

Previously,  he  served  in  Mississippi  church.  He  follows 

churches  in  Doddsviile,  Anguilla,  David  T.Oanford, 

Louisville,  and  Ckdumbus.  His  wife  is  the  fonner  pastor 

the  fonner  Marcia  Mitchell  from  of  22  years.  C^ock- 

Pontotsc.  rell  is  a  graduate 

Enunanuel  Church  is  a  new  church  of  Mississippi  Col- 

start  that  was  previouily  served  by  lege  with  a  B.A. 

John  Alexander  and  bis  wife,  Helen,  IMHE  degree,  and  South- 

former  stewardship  director  of  the  Ceckrel  western  Seminary 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  with  a  master  of  divinity  degree.  He 
The  Fults  family  may  be  contacted  is  marr^  to  the  former  Pam  Roark 
at  P.  O.  Box  2106,  Rock  Springs,  WY  of  Jackson.  They  have  four  children, 
82902.  Sarah,  Kelli,  Chad,  and  Shane.  The 

„  ^  u  „ _ ..u  u  Cockrells  are  going  from  Three  Way 

Easthaven  Church,  Brookhaven  has  church  in  Maple,  Tex. 

called  PhilUp  Turner  as  minister  of  Southern  Hills  Church  hosted  a 
youth,effective  June  12.  He  goes  from  reception  in  honor  of  the  Cockrells, 
Linodn  St.  CSiurdi,  Portland,  Oregon,  ^2,  at  8  p.m. 

where  be  served  as  interim  music  and 

education.  James  B.  (Buddy)  McElroy  has  ac- 

’Himer  is  a  native  of  Jackson,  Ttenn.  cepted  the  call  to  Harmony  Church, 


Glenu  ‘  twu  children, 
Cameron,  6,  and  lierechth,  5. 

Glenn  goes  from  the  pastorate  ot 
First  (%urch.  Head  of  Island,  La.  He 
also  served  as  pastor  of  Galilee 
Church  in  Georgetown. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi  (Al¬ 
lege  and  recently  received  the  master 
of  divinity  degree  and  will  begin  work 
on  his  doctorate  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary  this  fall. 

Grover  was  licensed  and  ordained 
by  Emmanuel  Church  in  Greenville 


A.B.  Culbertson  and  Company 

invites  your  IliDICATIOM  OF  INTEREST  FOR 
RRST  MORTQAQE  CHURCH  BONDS 


1 2.00% 


Interest  Payable  Semiannually  by  Check 
This  announcement  is  neither  an  offer  to  sell  nor  a  solicitation 
of  an  offer  to  buy.  All  offers  are  made  by  prospectus  only. 


These  bonds  may  be  placed  in  a  self-directed  Culbertson 
IRA.  TVansfers  and  rollovers  accepted,  in  most  cases. 


e,  Clinton,  is  se^-  music  director  in  churches  in 
ghts  Church  as  in-  Mississippi  and  choral  director, 
tive  June  12.  MeIn-  teacher,  professor  of  voice  and  con: 
tire  previously  ducting  at  Clarke  College, 
served  as  pastor  at 

First  Chui^,  CHin-  D.  J.  Omarkhail  has  accepted  the 
ton.  Oak  Park  call  of  summer  minister  of  youth  and 
Church,  New,  childrenat  Wellman  Church  (Lincoln 
Orleans,  La.,  vice-  County).  He  is  a  1968  graduate  of 
president  of  Mississippi  (College  and  was  bom  and 
development  for  reared  in  Yazoo  City.  He  plans  to  at- 
New  Orleans  tend  Golden  Gate  Seminary  and  later 
Seminary,  and  enter  the  foreign  mission  field, 
presently  serves  in 

Mississippi  College  David  Webb  is  new  youth  and 
education  minister  at  Union  Church, 
irry  Grantham  of  Picayune.  He  returned  to  Mississippi 
“h  Jackson  began  from  Potosi  (3iurch  in  Missouri  where 
Heights  as  interim  a™!  ^  minister.  He  is 

th  and  activities,  a  native  of  Forrest  and  is  a  graduate 
entering  seminary  and  Southwestern  Seminary. 

He  and  his  wife  Lisa  have  a  daughter, 
Ashley,  10  months. 

i^h,  Gulfport,  has  Church  of  Louise  has  called 

Henry  to  serve  as  Maynard  Hill  as  its  interim  p^tor.  He 
(illy  10.  licensed  for  the  ministry  by 

m  First  Church  m  Moorhead  Church. 

„  k  1 1  <0  Church,  Pike  County,  has 

S'^"i7wri  "^^  a  new  pmitor.  Dale  Sheridan.  He  and 
his  wife,  Shirley,  are  both  from  Mur¬ 
ray,  Ky.  He  is  a  student  at  New 
Oiieans  Seminary.  Before  going  to  Mt 
Zion,  be  was  pakor  at  Shady  Grove 
Chilli,  Paris,  Ihnn.  The  Sheridans 
have  a  son,  Tyler,  2. 


For  further  information,  call  collect  or  send  this  ta 

C  Christy  H.  Overby,  Account  Executive 
A.B.  Culbertson  and  Company 
Investment  Bankers 

309  Mockingbird  Lane  Ww 

Madison,  MS  39H0 
(601)  856  9158 


Name 


CityState,Zip 
Telephone  Na 


ASK  ABOUT 
OUR  OTHER 
PACKAGES: 

2,  3,  4.  5  nightt, 
forCxoMers,  and 
Famiies,  Couplet, 
Groups,  Business 
Travelers. 


Organist  closes  40-year  stmt 
at  Fifteenth  Avenue,  Meridian 

CecilTe  Lewis  on  June  26  ended  her  emeritus.  Hie  pastor  then  led  in  an 
40-year  tenure  as  organist  of  Fifteenth  unveiling  of  the  organist’s  portrait. 
Avenue  Church,  Meridian.  In  a  which  will  be  placed  in  the  church’s 
BHHHHI  recognition  ser-  Heritage  Hill. 

Mrs.  Lewis  joined  the  Fifteenth 


CHURCH  PEWS,  INC. 
makers  of 
Fine  Quality,  Solid 
Wc)od  Furniture 

mu.  - 1  ni-m-fiTi 

M-M-ttm  -  l-Nt-Kt-WM 


vice,  Bradley  E 
Jones,  minister  of  Avenue  staff  in  May,  1948,  when  she 
music,  presented  told  Pastor  Paul  Homer  she  would 
her  a  certificate  of  “stay  .’til  they  couid  get  someone”  In 
appreciation  from  1963,  when  A.  0.  Collins  was  pastor, 
the  state  Church  the  church  moved  into  a  new  sanc- 
Music  Department  tuary  and  got  a  new  Kilgen  Pipe 
and  an  album  of  Organ. 

‘We  will  all  learn  and  grow  from 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  ctyte  to  moot  ovory 
nood  Quality  workmanthip  guarantaad 
Wriia  for  IHuatraiod  phea  fotdar. 
"lnt0rnmtk>nMHy  known  $pociktt$t$" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 


I  NAME - - - 

|ADDRESS_^ - -  r^JWm 

I  CITY,  STATE,  ZIP^ - - - 

Itoll-free  BILOXI  BEACH 

!  In  MS.  800-654-1483  MOTOR  INN 

■  In  US  800-345-1570  2736  beach  BLVD  dept  286 

I  601-388-3310 

1  BILOXI,  MISSISSIPPI  39531 


letters  from  23 
Lewis  staff  members  her  everlasting  demonstration  of  en- 
with  whom  she  has  worked.  'The  lat-  durance  and  dedication  through  good 
ter  was  a  gift  from  the  church’s  music  times  and  bad,  through  discourage- 
ministry.  >  ment  and  joy,”  one  member  stated. 

James  Lewis,  pastor,  reciteff  a  On  the  evening  of  June  26,  Mrs. 
resolution,  and  the  congregation  voted  Lewis  was  honored  with  a  city-wide 
to  adopt  it,  which  granted  Mrs.  Lewis  reception  and  presented  a  silver  tea 
the  honorary  title  of  organist  set  as  a  gift  from  the  church. 


He  is  the  son  of  from  having  served  five  years  as  a 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  home  missionary  in  Blanding,  Utah. 
Grover  C.  Glenn  Previously,  he  served  in  Mississippi 

Jr.  af  Greenville  churches  in  DoddsvUte,  Anguilla, 

and  is  married  to  Louisville,  and  Ckrfumbiia.  His  wife  is 

the  farasei  Debra  the  fonner  Marcia  Mitchell  from 

liertsn,  daughter  Pontotoc. 

lU' 

af  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  Eaunanuel  Church  is  a  new  church 

r 

L.  Barton  of  start  that  was  previonily  served  by 

_  4 

r _ _ 

Leiand.  They  have  John  Alexander  and  bis  wife,  Helen, 

■IV 
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Revival  dates 


aVp- 


Homecomin^l 


WaytMc.  Vfekskwrg:  July  17-20; 
Robin  Jumper,  pastor,  Wellman, 
Bogue  Ciytto^  cvaagelist;  Bill  Britton, 
minister  of  music  at  Woodlawn, 
Vicksburg,  music  evangelist;  ser¬ 
vices,  10:30  a.m.  and  7:30  p.m.; 
regular  scheduled  services  Sunday; 
Michael  Weeks,  pastor. 

Harmoay  (Smitli):  July  17-22;  11 
a.m.;  dinner  on  grounds,  1:30;  no  Sun¬ 
day  night  services;  7  nightly;  Glen 
Jennings,  evangelist;  Steve &illivan, 
music  director;  Ray  Moseley,  pastor. 

Mt.  Zioa  (Raakhi):  July  17-22;  Sun¬ 
day,  11a.m.;  lunch  and  afternoon  ser¬ 
vice;  Mon.-Fri.,  7:30  nightly;  Julius 
Thompson,  evangelist;  Rich^  and 
Pnm  Sparks,  music;  Tonuny  Bufkin, 
pastor. 

Oak  Hm.  Peplarville:  pastor  led 
revival;  July  17-22;  Grover  Glenn, 
pastor,  conducting  services;  Charles 
Powell,  interim  minister  of  music, 
music;  servicea^  7  pim.  nightly;  din¬ 
ner  served  July  17. 

Malnalsea:  July  17-22;  7:30  each 
evening;  Bcmette  Fields,  speaker. 

White  Oak.  Magee:  July  17-22; 
Harvey  We^  pastor.  First,  Canton; 
evangelist;  James  W.  Beasley, 
minister  oi  nfiisic.  First,  Crystal 
Springs,  music;  Sunday  sm-vkes,  11 
ajn.  and  7  p.ra.;  lunch  served  at  noon 
hour;  Moa-Fri.,  7:30  each  evening; 
James  C.  Edwards,  pastor. 

Fallk,  Silver  Creek:  July  17-22; 
Jack  Turner,  CohimlM,  pastoc;  Fhith, 
preaching;  Jim  WaQwr,  Cohunbia, 
music;  Shii.,  11  a.m;  lunch  in 
fellowship  noon;  Sun.,  wsesfaip 
service,  7  ptip;  services,  MoadTri., 
7:45  pm  *■ ' ; 


Llasi,  Daddsville:  July  17-22;  7:30 
nightly;  Jerry  Swimmer,  full  time 
evange&t,  luka,  evangelist;  Mark 
Manning,  music;  Jimmy  McLendon, 
pastor. 

Ebeaeser  (Holmes):  July  17-20; 
homecoming,  July  17,  Mac  Massey, 
former  pastor,  preaching;  revival, 
Kenneth  Moore,  Emm,  evangelist; 
Robert  Robertson,  SalUs,  musk  direc¬ 
tor;  Billy  Barron,  pastor. 

Sartartia.  Sartartia:  July  17-22;  Ju¬ 
ly  17,  iKMnecoming;  services,  7  each 
evening;  Harold  Jordan,  Vicksburg, 
preaching  for  homecoming  and 
revival;  Mrs.  Barbara  Hicks,  pianist; 
Mrs.  Wanda  Woods,  song  leader; 
Douglas  McDonald,  pastor. 

McCool,  McCeel:  July  17-22;  Sun¬ 
day,  covered  dish  lunch  after  11  a.m. 
sorice;  evening  services,  7;  Danqy 
Berry,  Jackson,  evangelist;  Ibiv  and 
Ginger  McDaniel,  music;  James  Lee 
Bailey,  pastor. 

Missioa  Hill  (Lincohi):  homecom¬ 
ing  and  revival,  July  17-22;  S«mday 
services,  Sunday  Schml,  10  a.m.  wor¬ 
ship  service,  11  a.m.;  lunch  in 
fellowship  hall;  afternoon  service,  1:15 
pm.;  services,  Mon.-Fri.,  7  pm.; 
Mack  Amis,  evangelist;  Mrs.  IVudy 
Givens,  musk;  Jim  Henson,  pastor. 


Wknaa.  MmUeeUo:  July  1^23;  Bob 
Goolsby,  Hepzibah,  (Lawrence), 
evangelist;  Shdby  Jean  Boutwell, 
musk;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  1  pm.; 
7:30  each  ni^t;  Jody  Ughtsey, 
pastor. 

Mt  OKvet  (8<wtt>:  July  17-20; 
hcBSscoining,  July  17,  services,  n 
ajn^  dhawr,  pknk-styie,  afterwards; 
7:30iri|^y;  Travis  Paft,  evsngelitt 


Shllsh  (Msstfgsmery);  July  17-20; 
SuDday,  U  a.in.;  7:31  nightly;  Rkhaid 
Morman,  prsaohtaig:  Erank  Rober¬ 
son,  pastor. 

Grace  Chapel,  Breeklya;  July 
17-22;  Sunday  morning  services 
followed  with  (Bnner  on  the  grounds; 
afternoon  service,  1  pm.;  week 
nights,  7  pim.;  Earl  Rush,  evimgelist; 
Billy  Smith,  musk;  Frank  C  Rice, 
pastor. 

Snarisc.  Carthage:  July  17-22;  Ed¬ 
die  Pilgrim,  evangelist;  H.  Frank 
Smith,  pastor;  services,  10:30  ajn. 
and  7:30  pm. 


Ualsn  (Raakhi):  July  17-21;  7:30 
nightly;  T.  W.  Henderson,  evangelist; 
Vemdl  DanMs,  pastor.  ' 

Thd,  Bayspriap:  hotneromiag,  Ju- 
ly  17;  revival,  Jit^r  10-20;  Sunday;  U 
aju;  Scott  Watters,  pseaching;  hmeh 
in  fdkwship  hall,  brief  hist^,  and 
singing;  Mon.-Wed.,  7:30  pm.; 
preadi^  Mon.,  Gyde  Little;  Tiies., 
Ed  HoUoman;  Wed.,  Steve  Poimcey; 
Keith  Bogan,  pasUm 

Sylvarena  Church,  Wessoa:  July 
17-20;  Marion  Payne,  Tupelo, 
evangelist;  Dexter  Grig^  Tupelo, 
leading  musk;  Donald  Payne,  pastor; 
11  a.m.  and  7  pm.  daily. 


Antioch,  Oelanibus:  bomeconsing 
and  40th  aaniverBary;  July  31;  ser- 
vieos,  t:40  (Sunday  School),  11  (mor¬ 
ning  wanidp) ;  following  (fin^  on  the 
grounds  will  be  a  praise  service; 
Larry  Hill  and  Baidks  Hardy,  both 
former  pastors,  speaking  at  mormng 
worship  and  (aaise  service  respec- 
tivdy;  James  Harrington  Jr.,  pastor. 


Arm  (Lawreace):  July  17,  IVaBiBy 
Morgan,  pastor  of  Arm,  1171-72, 
speakiag  at  H  a.m.  service;  hmeh  at 
noon,  fellowship  hall;  Thomas  Ihur- 
man,  origiBally  from  Arm,  mis¬ 
sionary  to  Bangladesh,  speaking  at 
1:30  service;  John  Adams,  pastor. 


ATLANTA  —  Qonlon  and  Dorothy 
Shamburger  of  Jackson  attended  the 
spring  orientation  and  erxlorsing  service 
for  chaplains  sponsored  by  the  Southern 
Baptist  Homs  Mission  Board. 

Shamburger  is  a  Southern  Baptist 
chaplain  at  the  Missiseippi  Beptiet 
Medical  Center.  He  erk  hie  wife  were 
among  28  chaptaine  and  spoueea  endore- 
ed  in  a  service  at  Trinity  Baptist  Church 
in  Conyers,  Gk. 

The  chaplaincy  dhrMon  of  the  Home 
Mission  Board  provides  raeouross  and 
support  for  mors  than  1,000  andoraad 
chapWna  In  military,  hospitals,  institu¬ 
tional,  buaineaa,  and  industrial  sattingB. 

John  Laughlin, 
Meridian  music 
minister,  dies 

John  Laughlin,  minister  of  mude  at 
First  Chiffdi,  Meridian,  for  27  years, 
died  of  cancer  June  21.  Funeral  ser¬ 
vices  were  held  June  30  at  Univertity 
Baptist  Church,  Hattiesbwg.  He 
would  have  been  62  on  July  10. 

Ijiughlin,  who  was  bon  fo  Lna- 
aiana,  studied  at  Acadia  Aeadeaqr.  He 
was  fradaated  from  Imdsiana  Col¬ 
lege  and  New  Orleana  Seminary.  He 
was  ministw  of  musk  in 
and  Iksas  churches  before  moving  to 
Meridian  to  U61. 

“Big  John  the  Cnjun”  many  hnd 
called  him,  for  be  blM  himaelf  ttiat 
way  aa  an  after-dinner  entertainer. 

Survivors  toclude  his  wife,  Jean- 
nine;  two  daughters;  two  sons;  and 
four  grandchildren. 

He  led  the  musk  at  Fint,  Merkttan, 
through  September  of  1917  and  then 
took  medical  leave 
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993-4451. 


MALATESTA  FUNERAL  SER¬ 
VICE  —  Funeral  and  casket  — 
914K.99.  We  serve  entire  state.  CaB 
(961)  369-6565  or  write:  163  W. 
Northside  Dr..  Jackaoa,  MS  39266. 


SEE  THE  GREAT  PASSION 
PLAY  and  stay  at  Kellerh  Caaatry 
Dorm  Resort  (for  groups  of  12  or 
more),  Eareha  Sp^gs,  Ark.  Air 
coaditioaiag.  pooL  $8  ttehets,  ladg- 
iag,  aad  meab.  ALL  far  S22'each! 
Can  S61/2SM419  today! 


Mcra  Harriet  Hall  of  Clinton,  a  W.  D.  Stejpwr,  67,  of  Bossier  Gty, 
violinist,  was  presented  in  guest  La.,  died  June  23  at  his  home  Native 
recital  at  Mississippi  (foUege^  Aven  of  Tyiertown,  Miss.,  be  had  been 
Auditorium,  July  pastor  of  Southside  Church,  Sulphur, 
12,  at  8  pim.  The  La.;  pastor  of  Waller  Church,  Bossier 
public  is  invited  Gty  (21  years) ;  and  director  of  mis- 
and  admission ‘is  sions  for  the  Northwest  Louisiana 
Baptist  Association  (1972-1982). 
Miss  Hall,  the  Funeral  services  were  held  Jime  25  at 
daughter  of  Mrs.  WaUa*  ClHirch. 

Mera  C. '  Hall  of  Stogner  was  ordained  by  New  Zion 
jClinton  and  the  Church,  Tyiertown,  in  1942.  He  was 
late  Dan  C.  Hall,  graduated  from  Mississii^  CoOege 
Hall  who  served  from  and  New  Orleans  Seminary.  He  had 
1964-1987  as  director  (rf  the  Ctoirch  served  on  several  committees  of  the 
Musk  Department  of  the  Mississippi  Louisiana  Baptist  Conventioa.  Sur- 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  is  pursuing  vivers  toclude  his  wife,  Miriam,  and 
the  ouwter  of  muak  degree  at  Baylor  two  daughters,  and  two  grand- 
university.  chihfren. 
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eemplaiifW:  Mc>^^s  challenges  murmurers 


By  Robert  Earl  Shirley 
Exodus  1C 

The' faith  that  allowed  the  people  to  follow 
Moaes  into  the  wilderness  soon  grew  thin  in  the 
face  of  the  hardships  they  were  to  find  there. 

Disregarding  the  cloud  that 
symbolized  Jehovah’s 
presence  and  leadership, 
they  began  to  complain  of 
hunger  and  expressed  a 
desire  to  have  remained  in 
Egypf  where  food  had  sup- 
pos^y  heal  plentiful.  In 
this  time  of  self-futy,  they 
fbrgot  that  they  had  cried 
^  Shirley  ©ut  to  God  for  deliverance 
and  that  He  had  heard  them, 
i;  .'Farthermere,  they  failed  to  remember  w  else, 
lightly  esteemed  the  promises  of  God  to  give 
to  tte  descendants  (rf  Abraham  the  land  of  Ca¬ 
naan  as  an  inheritance  God  has  never  promis- 
ed'Uiat  following  him  will  be  easy  and  free  of 
troubles  and  frustrations.  Instead,  he  gives  the 
assurance  that  be  will  be  with  us  every  step  of 
the  way  if  we  will  only  walk  with  him. 

Perhaps  because  Uie  need  in  that  day  did  ob- 


UNIFORM 

viously  exist,  God  promised  to  provide  meat 
and  b^d  on  a  daily  basis.  Th^  were  to  be 
given  flesh  to  eat  at  evening,  and  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  they  would  be  filled  with  bread.  Thus,  they 
were  to  know  that  Jehovah  is  God. 

Because  Moses  was  simply  leading  in  the 
way  and  direction  that  God  had  commanded 
him,  Israel’s  complaint  was  actually  against 
God  himself.  It  did  no  real  good  to  complain  to 
their  leader  for  he  was  just  as  dependent  upon 
God  for  the  necessities  of  life  as  they  were 
Since  they  had  seen  the  plagues  and  the 
miracles  that  had  made  possible  their  escape 
fitxn  Egypt,  one  would  have  expected  that  these 
former  slaves  would  not  be  characterized  by 
faith  and  courage  Such  was  not  to  be  the  case, 
but  Were  they  any  different  from  many  of  us  to¬ 
day?  With  all  of  our  blessings,  we  are  still  prone 
to  complain  and  even  allow  our  faith  to  falter 
at  the  slightest  inconvenience  or  disappoint¬ 
ment. 

In  promising  to  provide  these  basic  needs, 
God  explained  that  his  provision  would  help 
those  who  were  murmuring  to  understand  who 


be  was.  ‘Then  ye  shall  know  that  the  Lord  hath 
brought  you  out  of  Egypt.” 

Those  who  have  tried  to  explain  that  the 
quails  that  suddenly  appeared  and  the  manna 
that  rained  from  tlw  havens  were  the  result 
of  natural  phenomena  have  little  to  su{^x>rt 
their  contentions.  The  fact  that  the  binte  ap¬ 
peared  at  the  exact  moment  they  were  neecM 
and  the  manna  appeared  in  a  form  and  amount 
not  found  anywhere  else  in  the  land  indicates 
that  they  were  of  divine  origin  and  were  God 
given. 

Ibday  we  all  too  often  accept  our  day  by  day 
blessings  without  stopping  to  consider  from 
whence  they  came  or  to  give  thanks  to  him  for 
his  provision  and  care.  One  is  likely  to  pray 
fervently  for  the  answer  to  a  perplexing  pro¬ 
blem,  but  when  the  answer  comes,  he  assumes 
it  would  have  come  anyway  or  else  gives  credit 
to  his  own  ingenuity,  hard  work,  or 
resourcefulness.  Surely  more  things  are  still 
wrought  by  prayer  than  this  world  dreams  of. 

God  was  freely  offering  his  blessings,  but  obe¬ 
dience  and  faith  were  still  the  requirements  for 
their  reception.  Elach  day  every  man  was  to 
gather  only  that  which  was  needed  for  his  fami¬ 


ly  for  that  day.  Those  who  selfishly  took  i 
than  the  prescribed  amount  found  the  i 
spoiled  and  worm-eaten  the  next  morning.  We 
are  reminded  that  in  the  prayer  that  Jesus 
taught  his  disciples  to  pray,  th^  were  to  ask 
for  their  “daily  bread.”  Such  faith  allows  a  per¬ 
son  to  live  each  and  every  day  to  the  fullest 
without  being  anxious  about  tomorrow.  One  is 
admonished  to  walk  by  faith  and  not  by  sight. 

The  one  exception  to  the  rule  for  gathering 
came  on  the  sixth  day  when  a  double  portion 
that  was  gathered  remained  unspoiled  for 
eating  the  next  day.  Even  under  those  condi¬ 
tions,  God’s  people  needed  to  observe  the  Sab¬ 
bath  that  they  might  be  rested  physically, 
refreshed,  and  fed  spiritually  as  well. 

God's  actions  here  in  the  wilderness 
demonstrate  that  he  hears  the  murmurings  of 
his  people,  wherever  they  may  be,  that  he  is 
concerned  about  their  every  n^,  and  that  he 
has  the  power  to  help,  regardless  of  what  one’s 
problem  may  be.  The  answer  may  not  come  in 
the  way  or  the  time  that  one  expects  or  desires 
it,  but  he  will  never  leave  nor  forsake  us. 

Robert  Earl  Shirley  is  pastor,  emeritus. 
Parkway.  Tupelo. 


Jestis"  teaches  disciples  about  right  relationships 


By  Frank  H.  Thomas,  Jr. 

_ _  MAtthew.JS:l-19:15 

Jesus  was  concerned  about  right  relation¬ 
ships.  The  discipto.vcm^  to-tw  <M>ocenied 
about  more  selfi^  nmtiOTSDch  as  WK^was  the 
Cj^l^teibin  the  kmdSi^'of 

_ ^Jgj^j^rsheular 

cdrtcciii^^  tife  heathm 
way.  Pollawers  of 
l.^^us  are  not  concerned  or 
^  worried  about  who  is 
..^iteatept  in  the  kii^dom  of 
t^yen.  In  answer  to  ^ir 
question,  Jesus  called  a 
-^lild  wtiom  he  set  in  the 
Thomas’  mid^,of  them.  He  then 
taught  the  disciples  that  (ihlesslhey  were  con- 
yorted  and  became  as  little  children,  humble 
and  trusting,  they  could  not  enter  theldn^om 
of  heaven. 

Jesus  continued  in  this  vein,  that  those  who 
would  receive  such  a  little  child  in  Jesus’  name 
would  receive  him  as  well.  But  if  they  should 
.offend  one  of  these  little  ones  —  be  it  a  child, 
or  be  it  some  other  little  one  or  unfortunate  one 
.  or  sick  one  —  t^n  judgment  would  be  severe, 
{t  would  be  better  for-that  person  if  a  millstone 
were  tied  about  his  neck  and  he  were  drowned 
in  the  sea.  I^)ilowers  of  Jesus  should  be  careful 
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lest  they  offend  someone  and  keep  that  one 
from  Jesus. 

The  teaching  about  cutting  off  the  hand  or 
cutting  off  the  foot  or  plucking  out  the  eye  is 
meant  to  stress  the  importance  of  the  total  per¬ 
sonality  and  the  total  personhood  in  its  e^ect 
upon  someone  else  All  that  we  are  and  have  has 
the  potential  of  affeqtipg  someone  else  positive¬ 
ly  or  negatively  for  Cl|rist.  If  anything  about  us 
would  offend  someone,  then  we  should  change 
it  and  make  sure  that  it  does  not  offend  so¬ 
meone  or  keep  them  from  the  kingdom. 

The  responsibility  which  followers  of  Jesus 
have  for  the  little  ones,  the  weak  ones,  or  the 
unfortunate  ones  must  be  measured  against 
God’s  care  and  commitment  to  them.  Jesus 
said  clearly  in  verse  11  that  the  Son  of  Man  is 
come  to  save  that  which  was  lost.  He  gave  the 
parable  of  the  hundred  sheep  and  used  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  shepherd  who  would  not  rest  even 
though  99  of  them  were  safe  until  he  had  found 
and  rescued  the  one  lost  sheep.  So  is  the  con¬ 
cern  of  Jesus  for  even  one  little  one,  that  this 
one  should  not  perish  w  be  lost  but  that  this  one 
should  be  saved.  So  the  disciples  of  Jesus  should 


be  concerned  about  even  one  little  one  or  one 
sinner. 

In  verses  15-20,  a  method  of  righting  a  wrong 
is  listed  which  in  years  past  was  used  widely 
in  Baptist  churches.  This  method  has  three 
parts ;  One,  if  a  person  trespasses  against  you, 
go  and  tell  him  the  problem  and  wmic  it  out  with 
him  alone  Two,  if  he  will  not  hear  you,  take  one 
or  two  others  as  witnesses  and  try  again  to  work 
out  the  problem.  Three,  if  the  brother  still  fails 
to  be  reconciled,  then  you  should  tell  the  mat¬ 
te!'  to  the  church  and  let  the  church  make  its 
suggestions  for  reconciliation  or  for  discipline 
as  the  case  may  be.  This  matter  of  dealing  with 
offenses  in  the  church  should  be  dealt  with  in 
the  context  of  worship,  reconciliation,  restora¬ 
tion,  and  God’s  care  for  each  of  his  followers. 

A  closely  related  subject  is  forgiveness  which 
covers  the  balance  of  chapter  18.  In  order  to  il¬ 
lustrate  his  statement  that  forgiveness  was  to 
be  unconditional  (that  is,  until  seventy  times 
seven),  Jesus  told  about  a  certain  ruler  who 
forgave  a  large  debt  which  was  owed  him  by  one 
of  his  servants.  This  servant,  on  the  other  hand,, 
refused  to  forgive  a  much  smaller  debt  owed 
to  him  by  another  servant.  The  ruler  was  angry 
with  this  servant  who  had  been  forgiven  much 
and  threw  him  into  prison  until  such  time  as  he 


could  pay  every  penny.  Whenever  offenses  oc¬ 
cur  between  Ghristians,  we  should  be  guided  by 
the  principle  of  unlimited  fbrgiveness  and 
desire  for  reconciliation  and  restoration. 

In  chapter  19,  the  first  12  verses  pertain  to 
questions  about  marriage.  Men  were  divorcing 
their  wives  for  little  or  no  cause  at  all.  They 
were  using  the  commandment  of  Moses  about 
divorce  as  their  justification  for  doing  whatever 
they  wanted  to  do.  Jesus  pointed  out  to  the 
Pharisees  and  others  that  God’s  intention  for 
marriage  was  that  a  husband  and  wife  should 
become  one  flesh.  What  God  had  joined 
together,  no  one  should  ever  put  asunder. 

The  law  of  Moses  about  divorce  was  given  to 
men  because  of  their  sin  and  their  hardness  of 
heart,  (tod  did  not  intend  this,  and  those  who 
were  treating  their  wives  and  their  marriges 
in  a  cavalier  fashion  were  actually  committing 
adultery  and  causing  their  poor  spouses  to 
become  adulterers  as  well. 

Jesus  took  marriage  with  infinite 
seriousness,  and  so  must  we  in  our  day.  God’s 
people  must  not  become  so  insensitive  to  others 
that  we  ignore  or  reject  those  who  need  us  and 
who  need  the  Lord. 

F'rank  Thomas  is  pastor.  Alta  Woods, 
Jackson. 


God’s  love  will  find  a  way 


without  exception 


By  Steve  Odom 
Hosea  3:1;  11:1-4,  8-9 

What  is  love?  A  question  like  that  conjures 
up  all  kinds  of  images  in  our  minds,  doesn’t  it? 
We  may  think  back  to  the  first  time  we  heard 
one  or  both  of  our  parents 
say  to  us,  “I  love  you.” 

Whether  at  age  two  or  age 
22,  that  kind  of  memory 
tends  to  bring  warmth  and  a 
sense  of  well-being  to  us. 
Along  with  that  memory 
may  come  the  recollection 
of  the  times  that,  in  one  way 
or  another  our  parents  said 
Odom  to  us,  “I  do  not  like  what  you 
are  doing  and  it  must  stop.” 

Sooner  or  later  we  were  faced  with  what 
seemed  to  be  a  contradiction.  How  can  my 
mother  or  father  say  “l-lave  you”  and  then  keep 
me  from  doing  whatev^  I  want  to  do?  Some  of 
us  at  age  32  or  42  niay  still  be  struggling  with 
the  answer  to  that  question!  i 

In  academic  circles,  the  attempt  to  define  a 
sub^t  may  involve  a  process  called  delimita- 
'tioh!  Tfiis  simply  means  (though  sometimes  the 
process  is  not  so  simple)  that  a  per^  tells 
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what  that  subject  is'adt  or  does  not  include  We 
can  say  a  few  things  ^t|!x)ut  what  love  is  not  or 
does  not  include 

In  the  New  Ibstament,  the  apostle,  Paul,  gave 
us  a  good  idea  of  what  love  is  not.  Remember 
I  (torinthians  13?  Love  is  not  jealous;  love  does 
not  brag  and  is  not  arrogant,  do»  not  act 
unbecomingly;  does  not  seek  its  own,  is  not  pro¬ 
voked,  does  not  take  into  account  a  wrong  suf¬ 
fered,  does  not  rejoice  in  unrighteousness.  Love 
never  fails.  That  is,  it  keeps  on  going  no  mat¬ 
ter  what. 

How  forttfliate  we  are  if  we  find  or  have  found 
ourselves  in  a  relationship  characterized  by 
such  a  love,  a  love  that  will  remain  constant 
even  in  the  face  of  our  unfaithfulness.  As  much 
as  we  have  been  loved  by  parents  and  friends, 
the  truth  is  that  human  relationships  are 
characterized  more  by  conditions  than  constan¬ 
cy.  People  love  people  based  on  certain  condi- 
gplfl  that  must  be  met  in  order  for  love  to  be 
earned.  That  is  the  opposite  of  the  love  of  (tod. 

The  prophet  Hosea  spoke  pointedly  to  the 


Northern  Kingdom  of  Israel  about  their  failure 
to  be  loyal  to  (tod’s  love  for  them,  (tod  had  in¬ 
itiated  the  relationship  of  covenant  love  and  the 
Hebrew  people  turned  their  backs  on  God  for 
the  lure  of  foreign  gods.  Like  a  spouse  who 
walked  away  from  a  marriage  for  another  part¬ 
ner,  Israel  had  “turned  into  other  gods”  (3;1). 
Hosea  had  been  courageous  enough  to  marry 
(tomer,  the  harlot,  as  a  prophetic  act.  He  was 
to  constantly  reclaim  her  as  a  picture  of  God’s 
never-ending  love  for  his  people. 

(tod’s  love  is  always  redeeming.  Hosea 
literally  had  to  buy  (tomer  in  order  to  begin  the 
process  of  reorienting  her  to  a  different 
lifestyle.  He  cared  enough  about  her  to  invest 
his  own  resources  and  energies  in  her  redemp¬ 
tion.  It  was  an  invitation  to  respond  to  uncon¬ 
ditional  love. 

Perhaps,  like  us,  (tomer  had  to  be  constant¬ 
ly  reminded  that  this  kind  of  love  makes  no 
demands,  but  only  invites  response.  Hard  to 
believe?  Yes.  Impossible  to  believe', 
Presbyterian  minister  and  novelist,  Frederick 
Buechner,  has  said  that  the  love  of  (tod  is 
almost  like  a  fairy-tale,  that  is,  it  is  too  good  to 
be  true  and  difficult  to  believe  that  anyone  could 


possibly  love  like  that.  But  it  is  true,  and  it  is 
not  fairy-tale,  it  is  gospel! 

(tod's  love  is  also  realistic,  (tod  knows  how 
difficult  it  is  for  us  when  we  establish  certain 
patterns  of  thinking  and  behaving.  Though 
many  times  conversion  and  repentence  are 
radical,  time  is  still  required  for  us  to  begin 
thinking  and  acting  in  new  ways.  But  the  time 
does  come,  and  God  patiently  waits  for  his 
children  to  respond  to  his  love.  The  process  is 
often  painful  for  us  and  for  God.  Sometimes 
children  insist  on  walking  in  harm's  way  even 
when  their  parents  lovingly,  but  firmly,  remind 
them  of  the  consequences.  ^  it  was  with  Israel 
(11;  1-7),  so  it  is  with  us. 

We  must  never  forget  that  (tod’s  love  is  finally 
rewarding.  Our  insistence  on  our  own  way  leadb 
us  into  jungles  of  confusion  and  darkness  where 
we  cry  out  like  infants  for  the  safety  and  securi¬ 
ty  of  home.  And  maybe,  just  maybe,  our 
troubles  will  send  us  back  to  (tod,  back  to  the 
One  who  loved  us  from  the  beginning  more  than 
we. could  ever  believe  (11:8-9).  And  then  nuybe 
we  will  never  forget  that,  without  exception, 
(tod’s  love  will  find  a  way. 

Steve  Odom  is  pastor,  UniversHy  Church. 
Hattiesburg. 
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Volunteers  steam  ahead 
in  Steamboat,  Nevada 


One  ol  the  men  nails  a  brace  in  place  as  other  men  stand  by  to  insert  the  window. 


By  Charles  R.  Rogers 

“We’re  growing,”  says  Don  Griffin  “They  have  worki 
of  Centreville,  incoming  Brotherhood  building.” 
director  for  the  Mississippi  Associa-  With  the  help  of 
tion.  For  the  past  three  years,  the  members,  the  me 

association  has  sent  a  team  of  men  to  were  able  to  get  t 

assist  a  church  in  a  mission  area  in  two-story  build: 
coistructing  a  building.  “The  last  two  plywood  siding  in 
years  we  have  gone  to  Montana,”  said  installing  the  wiw 
Griffin.  This  year  the  association  sent  conduit.  “I  think 
two  teams  to  Steamboat  Baptist  a  fine  job,”  s« 
Church  in  Steamboat,  Nevada.  member  Roger 

A  suburb  of  Reno,  Steamboat  is  a  ville,  one  of  th« 
growing  area,  ripe  for  the  Gospel,  builders  on  either 
“We  are  so  close  to  hell,  at  night  you  builders  by  trade, 
can  see  Sparks,”  says  church  just  come  ready 

member  Fred  Rowan.  Sparks  is  also  tells  us  what  to  d 

a  Reno  suburb.  o'O’  brothers  and  i 

“It  was  a  scary  feeling  at  first,”  leave  to  go  hom< 
said  Jim  Meek,  who  began  the  work  and  tired  bodes, 
in  Steamboat  nine  years  ago.  “I  was  people  we  m^  a 
afraid  nobody  would  come  that  first  share  in  Christ. 

Sunday  we  met,”  said  Meek.  “But  we  “If  the  rest  < 

had  one  person  saved,  and  two  more  association  are 
joined  the  church.  We  have  continued  men,  it  is  a  grea 
to  grow  ever  since.”  Meek.  We^regn 

When  a  mission  project  near  Car-  “but  we  still  ha> 
son  City,  Nevada,  fell  through,  the  need  to  get  ever 
mission  pastor  put  Griffin,  who  was  In  conclusion  Gr 
coordinating  the  trips,  in  touch  with  wegrovidg ^  th 
the  fdks  in  Steamboat.  “We  ap-  go  is  nothing  coi 
predate  the  men  of  the  Mississippi  ings  we  receive 
Association  coming  to  help  us  with  Charles  Roge 
our  new  auditorium,”  said  Meek,  writer  from  Cer 


WMU  invites  applications  for 
Second  Century  Fund  grants 

By  Karen  Benson 

BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  —  Applica-  list  seminaries, 
tions  are  being  accepted  now  through 
Sept.  15  for  the  first  grants  to  be 
awarded  from  the  Second  Century 
Fund  of  national  Woman's  Missionary  manuals  in  foreign 

The  WMU  executive  board  a  new  state  WMU  organization;  spon- 
established  the  fund  two  years  ago  as  soring  a  lecture  at  a 
an  endowment  for  the  devdojanent  of  vidingscholarshi]^  for  WMU  officers 
women’s  work  for  missions  around  the  abroad  to  receive  education  or 
world,  according  to  Catherine  Allen,  training.  ^  , 

associate  executive  director  of  na-  “The  Second  Century  Fund  is 
tional  WMU.  ’Wilda  Fancher,  presi-  designed  to  supplement  ongoing  mis- 
dent  of  Mississippi  WMU,  is  a  sions  work,”  said  Carolyn  Weatlwr- 
member  of  the  Second  Century  Fund  ford,  national  WMU  executive 
Committee.  director. 

Grants  from  the  Second  Century  “It  is  an  investment  m  shoring  i^ 

Fund  will  be  awarded  in  three  main  the  foundation  of  mission  support  u 
»«««;•  to  suDDort  WMU  leadership  the  future.  As  women  and  girls  hav* 
hometownr  The  former  Annette  developmentTthe  United  States,  in-  the  opportunity 

Baptist  Chi^h  Atmore-Tteir  ad-  o^„„is  and  Margaret  McCall,  mis-  to  support  leadership  wOl  lead  others  to  support  and  par 

dress  IS  1101  1st  Ave.,  Atmore,  Ala.  gjonaries  to  Zaire,  are  the  parents  of  jnent  of  ^ptist  women  and  ticipate  in  missions,”  Weatherfon 

John  Robert,  bom  May  20.  T^  are  abroad,  including  assisting  said. 

Johnny  and  Beth  Presley,  mis-  in  Prance  for  language  study  (ad-  ^^-^-tions  similar  to  WMU;  and  to  The  fund  was  established  with  sotn 
sionary  to  Brazil,  have  arrived  on  the  ^ress;  25,  rue  du  Grand  March^  3700  emphasis  on  WMU  and  WMU  reserve  funds.  WMU  official 

field  to  begin  language  study  (ad-  -pours,  France).  He  is  a  native  ^  missions  educaUon  in  Southern  Bap-  expect  it  to  grow  through  the  year 
dress :  Caixa  Postal  1635, 13.100  Cam-  Vicksburg.  'The  former  Margaret  Hill, 

pinas,  SP,  Brazil).  He  was  bom  in  she  was  bom  in  Atlanta.  Ga.  -nrr*  1  P  “O  -i-V* 

Chicago;  lU  ,  and  considers  LouisviU^  mis.  W  qJ  |;^Oi:Ter  JLXOUVJI 

Miss.,  his  hometown.  The  former  Beth  si-_a-igs  to  Korea,  have  completed  ,  „  .  ,  „ 

Neal,  she  was  bom  in  DeKalb,  Miss.,  aJ°l  returned  to  the  field  (ad-  NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Ruth  Purtle  School 

and  considers  Decatur,  Miss.,  her  q  Box  5  NAM  Thegu  634,  Routh,  wife  of  the  late  Southern  Bap-  ^  he 

hometown.  S)  ke  isTiutire  of  Sana,  tist  executive  Porter  W.  Routh,  died  teac^r  in 

VIC  and  Martha  Bowman,  mi.  SLer  Wan^  Dedeaux,  she  was  f^tlTil^rl^Slth^r  h^^‘S 

sionaries  to  Chile,  hare  arrived  m  tl«  bom  in  Hattiesburg.  ^th  wS  bom  in  Sulphur,  several  times,  visiting  Southern  Baj 

States  for  furlcm^  (Mdre^  .  m.  4  Betty  Hart,  missionary  to  Chile,  has  in  she  graduated  from  tist  mission  fields. 

Box  178,  Pelahatchie,  Mis.  39145)^^  returned  to  the  field  (address:  Casilla  Oklahoma  Baptist  University  in  She  was  involved  in  the  support  ^ 

was  bom  in  Brandon  and  consi^re  Antofagasta,  Cliile).  Bom  in  New  shawnee  in  the  early  1930s  and  was  Clover  Bottom  Developmental  Cent 

Pelahatchie  hrt  home^im.  Th  Orleans,  U.,  she  grew  up  in  Sandy  jjamed  in  OBU  distinguished  alum-  in  Nashville  and  was  a  ^rei 

former  Martha  Mar^,  she  Hgoh,  Miss.  She  was  appointed  by  the  in  1902.  representative  on  the  center’s  hunu 

in  Jackson  and  considers  Mendenna  p^ireign  Mission  Board  in  1964.  gj^  and  her  husband  were  married  rights  committee 

her  hometown.  .  „  vears  orior  to  his  She  is  survived  by  fire  children:  si 

Donald  and  EUe  Brown,  associates  Donald  «»«•  Anw  ^  was  executive  Charles  of  Seattle;  daughters  Bet 

to  Israel,  have  arrived  on  the  field  to  °  ^mgaPo^.S'*  SreU?^^  (n^  president)  and  Routh  Green  of  WichiU,  Kar 

begin  their  first  term  of  service  Ud-  " f  Jrisiiir^of  the  SouUiem  Baptist  Ex-  Dorothy  Routh  of 'Ihllahasse^  JTi 

dress:  Baptist  Village  Mobile  Post,  Pine  TYails  Apt-j^-S,  -mitire  Cimimittee  from  1961  to  1979  Susan  Routh  of  Nashville;  and  Lei 

born  in  El  Dorailft  Art.  The  tenner  considers  Holly  Springs  h  e  grandchUdren;  and  s  sister.  Fnnc 

Elsie  Word,  she  was  bom  in  Coahoma  former  Anne  ^  Smthem  Baptist  Sunday  Graves  of  Midwest  City,  OkU. 

County,  Miss..  Jones  of  BrooUiavro. 


Examples  of  the  types  of  projects  the  estates  of  WMU  memuere  am 
which  could  receive  funding  include:  missions  leaders;  and  speaal  guis 
translating  and  publishing  WMU  from  major  donors. 

^  — .  All  contributions  to  the  fund  will  be 

vi«BkWWi>Whi  Operating  funds  for  invested  as  principal.  Only  the  in- 

-  -  terest  will  be  spent  to  award  grants. 

Grant  recipients  will  be  determined 
by  the  WMU  executive  board. 

Applications  are  available  by 
writing;  Second  Century  Fund, 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union,  P.  O.  Box 
C-10,  Birmingham,  AL  35283-0010. 


Missionary  news 


IViWi 


Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


^Mr,  Postmaster  General,  do 


you  know  a  Baptist?’ 


RUSCHLIKON,  SWITZER¬ 
LAND  —  Isaac  William,  a 
Pakistan-born  Baptist  evangelist 
in  the  Sultanate  of  Oman  became 
a  participant  in  the  Summer  In¬ 
stitute  for  Tbedogical  Education, 
in  Ruschlikon,  Switzerland,  in  an 
unusual  way.  WiUiamts  «agn  began 
with  a  letter  written  while  he  was 
living  in  Oman.  The  Sultanate 
Oman  is  a  large  country  located  on 
the  southern  end  of  the  Arabian 
Peninsula. 

In  Pakistan  Isaac  had  been  a 
Christian  <rf  the  Brethren-Baptist 
doKunination.  In  1979  he  travelled 
to  Oman  to  seek  employment, 
which  be  found  with  the  Oman  Air 


Fbfce.  Prohibited  fitnn  evangeliz¬ 
ing  the  Muslim  population  of 
Oman,  he  became  interested  in 
woridng  with  local  Christiaiw  who 
did  not  have  a  church.  After  four 
years  his  missionary  activities 
caused  him  to  lose  his  job  with  the 
Air  Force 

One  day  Isaac  William  read 
about  Southern  Baptists  in 
Am«ica,  and  be  wanted  to  leam- 
more  about  them.  So,  he  decided 
to  write  them  a  letter.  William 
wrote  to  “Dear  President, 
Southern  Baptist  Church,”  re- 
questi^  discipleship  instruction 
and  Bibles.  His  only  problem  was 
he  didn’t  know  where  to  send  the 


letter.  After  praying,  he  decided  to 
address  it  to  ‘Tjeneral  Post  Master, 
New  New  York”  requesting 
that  the  I\)stmaster  General  for¬ 
ward  it  to  “the  President  of  the 
Southern  Baptists.”  Tb  his  joy, 
sometime  later  William  received 
a  letter  htxn  the  New  York  Baptist 
Association  and  still  later  some 
BiUes  and  books  from  the  SBC 
Foreign  Mission  Board  in 
Richmond. 

William  eventually  heard  about 
SITE  from  Isam  Ballenger, 
Southern  Baptist  FMB  vice  presi¬ 
dent  for  Europe  and  the  Middle 
E^ast,  on  one  of  Ballenger’s  visits 
to  Oman.  Details  were  worked  out 


and  doors  were  opened,  and  at  long 
last  Isaac  has  just  completed  his 
first  SITE  program. 

Issac  states,  “SITE  has  been  a 
wondnTul  experience”  He  con¬ 
siders  the  theological  teaching 
useful  for  his  evangelistic  work  in 
Oman,  William  explains  that  his 
mind  has  been  enlightened 
through  learning  some  new 
methods  of  studying  the  Bible  He 
said,  “Everything  I  have  gained  is 
important  for  my  work  in  Oman.” 

William  is  [nesently  assistant 
pastor  for  the  Protestant  Church  of 
Oman  in  Ruwi,  whose  members 
come  from  twelve  denominations. 
Ruwi  is  a  westernized  city  with  a 


strong  British  influence  The  style 
of  life  in  the  Sultanate  of  Oman  is 
strongly  Muslim.  Non-Muslims  are 
not  alkmed  to  be  part  of  the  rulii^ 
class,  or  the  government.  The  or¬ 
dinary  labor  force  is  thus  large¬ 
ly  composed  of  Asians. 

Oman  is  a  land  of  contrasts 
where  the  ruling  classes  are  very 
wealthy,  while  the  Bedouins  do  not 
even  own  shoes.  Of  particular  con¬ 
cern  to  William  is  the  fact  that 
there  is  little  freedom  for  women. 
Women  can  be  sold  to  a  husband  at 
a  very  young  age  by  their  fathers, 
and  th^  have  no  say  in  the  mat¬ 
ter.  “Christ  could  change  that,”  he 
says. 


What^s  inside? 
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Susan  heads  south  on  ^wings  of  prayer’ 


RIDGECREST,  N.C.  (BP)  -  Susan 
Partridge  found  more  than  just  a  few 
new  friends  at  Southern  Baptist 
Womanb  Missionary  Union  we^  at 
Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  Baptist  Ckmfermce 
Center. 

She  found  a  support  system  of  1,600 
praying  women  who  literally  have 
prayed  her  to  BrmiL 

Elach  evening  during  the  convoca¬ 
tion,  WMU  national  Executive  Direc¬ 
tor  (Jarolyn  Weatherford  led  the  group 
in  a  missions  prayer.  Sie  shared  Par¬ 
tridge’s  story  with  the  group  and  ask¬ 
ed  them  to  join  in  prayer  for  answers. 

Partridge,  from  Barron,  Wis.,  was 
appointed  as  a  Southern  Baptist 
foreign  missionary  last  summer  at 
Glorieta  Baptist  CcWerence  (Center  in 
New  Mexico.  Life  has  been  one 
roadblock  after  another  ever  since. 

After  completing  missionary  orien¬ 
tation  in  November  and  December  of 
last  year.  Partridge  thought  she  would 
be  on  her  way  to  begin  working  as  a 
teacher  at  the  WMU  Training  School 
in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil.  But  she 
wasn't. 

She  began  waiting  and  working 
through  the  onslaught  of  paperwork 
necessary  to  move  into  a  foreign  coun¬ 
try.  She  applied  for  a  visa,  applied  for 
acceptance  into  the  country  as  a  mis¬ 
sionary  and  completed  a  myriad  of 
other  requirements. 

Nothing  happened. 

Partridge  had  gone  through  orien¬ 
tation  with  three  other  missionary 
families  headed  for  Brazil.  Their 
paperwork  was  completed,  and  they 
left  for  Brazil  in  April. 

“I  was  so  disappointed,  but  I  was 
reminded  by  somc^ng  I  had  read  to 
not  point  a  finger  at  a  person  or  per¬ 
sons  saying.  This  is  your  fault,’  ”  she 
said.  ‘The  book  said  to  see  how  you 
can  gl<Hify  God  in  things.” 

Partridge  has  done  just  that. 

Her  best  opportunity  came  at 
Ridgecrest  during  WMU  week.  And 


1,600  women  got  to  watch  as  it 
happened. 

The  group  prayed  Monday  evening, 
July  4,  that  F^rtridge’s  11-week  wait 
on  her  visa  would  end  and  that  ap¬ 
proval  would  be  granted.  Tuesday  at 
4  p.m..  Partridge  received  word  from 
the  Southern  BapUst  Foreign  Mission 
Board  that  her  visa  had  been  granted. 

Weatherford  announced  the  good 
news  during  the  'Riesday  evening  ses¬ 
sion.  The  message  was  met  with  a 
round  of  af^lause  from  the  women 
whom  Partridge  has  described  as  her 
su{^rt  system. 

But  the  rejoicing  was  not  over.  One 
hurdle  remained.  Partridge  needed  to 
secure  a  seat  on  a  plane  to  Brazil 
July  20. 

On  Tliesday  evening,  Weatherford 
asked  the  group  to  pray  that  Par¬ 
tridge’s  plane  ticket  wi^d  be  granted. 

Partridge  had  contacted  a  travel 
agent  on  Tuesday  with  her  request 
and  was  told  nothing  was  available 
The  agent  asked  her  to  check  back  on 
Wednesday. 

When  she  called  Wednesday,  Par¬ 
tridge  reported,  the  travel  agent  said, 
“You  must  be  living  right.” 

The  travel  agent  explained  that  a 
cancellation  had  just  been  received 
for  a  window  seat  in  the  non-smoking 
section  of  a  plane  headed  for  Brazil 
July  20. 

Partridge  told  the  travel  agent,  “No, 
it’s  not  that  I’m  living  right  but  the 
prayers  of  this  group.” 

“You  tell  them  their  prayers  work¬ 
ed,”  replied  the  travel  agent. 

Partridge  gave  all  the  glory  to  God 
for  the  turn  of  events :  “I  believe  God 
allowed  the  delays  for  a  purpose.  I 
believe  part  of  it  is  so  that  he  would 
get  the  glory.  And  1  think  K  has  en¬ 
couraged  a  lot  of  people  to  see  their 
prayers  at  wwk.” 

And  Partridge  almost  didn’t  even 
come  to  WMU  week  at  Ridgecrest. 

T  got  to  know  Betty  Lynn  CacUe,  the 


By  Susan  Thdd 

WMU  executive  director  in  Minnesota 
and  Wisconsin,”  Partridge  said.  “She 
said,  ‘you’ve  got  to  have  an  under¬ 
standing  of  what’s  supporting  you  as 
you  go  to  Brazil.’” 

So  Partrklge  came  to  Ridgecrest  for 
her  first  time. 

“It’s  been  the  most  wonderful  thing. 
I’ve  never  realized  the  support  system 


that  is  behind  missionaries,”  she  said. 

Both  of  her  parents  are  dead,  and 
she  said  she  is  especially  thankful  to 
have  made  special  friends  with  the 
women  of  WMU.  In  a  way,  she  said, 
these  newfound  friends  take  the  place 
of  family,  knowing  many  Baptists  at 
home  support  her. 

“This  week  has  been  an 


unbelievable  climax.  I’ve  been  over¬ 
whelmed  by  it  all,”  she  said. 

Of  the  women,  she  said;  “They  were 
so  confident  I’d  hear  something.  I’m 
glad  they  have  had  a  part  in  it. 

“See,  the  neat  thing  about  this  whole 
thing  is  that  God’s  getting  the  glory, 
and  that’s  what  I’ve  wanted.” 

Susan  'HMld  writes  for  WMU.  SBC. 


Susan  Partridge,  a  newty  appointed  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionary  to  BrazH,  kxind  new  friends  arxi  an  enthusiastic  sup¬ 
port  system  in  the  women  attending  Woman's  Missionary 


Union  week  at  Ridgecrest  Baptist  Conferertce  Center.  (Photo 
by  Louise  Barbour). 
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Editorials 


Thitday,  J«ly  21.  1«W 


by  Don  McGregor 


Freedom  for  news 


Perhaps  at  the  heart  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Controversy  is  an  issue  that 
has  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  theology. 
It  is  freedom  for  news  operations 
within  the  Southern  Baptist  ranks, 
and  particularly  for  Baptist  Press,  the 
nationwide  news  gathering  and 
dissiminating  agency  among 
Southern  Baptists. 

The  problem  stems  from  a  situation 
that  could  have  been,  and  was,  f(H%- 
seen  many  years  ago;  but  there  was 
nothing  that  could  have  been  done 
about  it.  Baptist  Press  resides  with 
the  SBC  Executive  Committee,  and 
there  is  the  problem.  There  are  some 
on  the  Executive  Committee  who  are 
beginning  to  want  to  tell  Baptist  Press 
what  to  put  in  its  news  releases. 

Baptist  Press  was  not  placed  with 
the  Executive  Committee  so  that  the 
Executive  Committee  could  be  its 
editor.  It  is  simply  a  financial  ar¬ 
rangement.  Baptist  Press  was  form¬ 
ed  more  than  40  years  ago  as  a  ser¬ 
vice  to  the  Baptist  state  papers  and 
was  first  placed  with  the  Sunday 
School  Board.  It  was  felt  that  being 
financed  by  an  agency  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  was  not  a  good  situation,  so  it  was 
moved  to  the  Executive  Committee  It 
is  there  for  financial  purposes  only, 
not  for  control.  Control  of  Baptist 
Press  actually  rests  with  the  state 
papers.  Baptist  Press  has  its  effec¬ 
tiveness  only  in  its  use,  and  the  state 
papers  do  not  use  what  they  do  not 
want. 

The  organization  of  Baptist  state 
papers,  the  Southern  Baptist  Press 
As^iation,  has  been  a  reality  for  65 
years.  The  Southern  Baptist  Press 


Association  has  a  committee  which 
has  as  its  purpose  a  liaison  arrange¬ 
ment  with  Baptist  Press.  It  is  called 
the  Baptist  Press  Liaison  Committee 
That  committee  now  is  in  a  struggle 
over  the  credibility  of  Baptist  Press. 
Baptist  Press  is  a  credible  operation. 
The  Baptist  Press  Liaison  Committee 
is  trying  to  feud  off  eff<xts  from  within 
the  Executive  Conunittee  itself  to 
compromise  its  credibility. 

At  the  1967  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  in  St.  Louis  there  was  a  mo¬ 
tion  to  ask  the  Executive  Committee 
to  survey  Baptist  Press  for  the  past  10 
years.  The  Executive  Committee 
assigned  this  matter  to  the  commit¬ 
tee’s  public  relations  workgroup, 
which  reported  in  February  that  a 
10-year  survey  was  an  impossible  task 
and  would  cause  investigation  of  per¬ 
sonalities  no  longer  in  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  the  Executive  Committee 
The  committee  report  asked  Baptist 
Press  to  use  caution  in  its  reporting 
but  asked  for  no  action.  The  EI»ecutive 
Committee  took  none. 

In  September  of  1967,  however.  Bap¬ 
tist  Pr^  released  a  story  noting  that 
Executive  Committee  member  Paul 
Pressler  of  Houston  had  complained 
that  the  Radio  and  Iblevision  Com¬ 
mission  was  using  for  its  broadcasts 
personalities  such  as  Richard 
Jackson  and  James  Flamming,  who 
had  been  candidates  for  the  presiden¬ 
cy  of  Qie  Southon  Baptist  Convention. 
Baptist  Press  reported  that  as  if 
Pressler  were  saying  that  such  ex¬ 
posure  to  candidates  was  unfair,  and 
that  is  the  way  it  sounded  to  this 
editor.  I  was  there  when  Pressler 


spoke.  Pressler  claims  that  he  was 
inaking  the  point  that  using  can¬ 
didates  in  such  a  way  could  cost  the 
Radio  and  Television  Commission 
needed  financing.  He  demanded  an 
apology  from  A1  Shackleford,  the 
director  of  Baptist  Press.  Shackleford 
didn’t  apologize  because  he  felt  there 
had  been  no  error.  The  speakers  had 
not  been  candidates  whm  they  were 
chosen  to  speak. 

Pressler  continued  to  pursue  the 
matter  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee  took  no  action  in 
February,  and  his  quest  finally 
resulted  in  the  charge  he  made 
against  Baptist  Press  in  the  June 
meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee 
in  San  Antonio.  This  was  reported  in 
the  Baptist  Record  of  June  30  and  is 
the  subject  of  a  letter  to  the  editor  in 
this  issue 

Pressler’s  motion  to  deal  with  Bap¬ 
tist  Press  was  tabled.  Hopefully,  he 
will  let  the  matter  lie  there  There  is 
nothing  to  be  gained  by  pursuing  the 
matter  further. 

‘^re  are  six  editors  who  make  up 
the'  Baptist  Press  Liaison  Committee 
They  are  monitoring  the  situation 
very  carefully.  The  six  are  J.  B. 
Fowler,  New  Mexico;  Mike 
McCollough,  Nevada;  Julian 
Pentecost,  Virginia;  Lynn  Clayton, 
Louisiana;  Jack  Sanford,  Kentucky; 
and  Don  McGregor,  Mississippi. 

Baptist  Press  must  remain  free 
Tberer  are  efforts  to  intimidate  both 
Baptist  Press  and  the  Baptist  state 
papers.  So  far  they  have  not  been 
successful. 

They  must  not  be 


Guest  opinion  .  .  . 

How  recent  is  the  doctrine 
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Cecil  named  to  direct 
volunteer  projects 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  James  W. 
Cecil  has  been  named  to  direct 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board  projects  involving  short-term 
Southern  Baptist  volunteers  to 
Canada  and  Spanish-speaking  Latin 
America. 

As  one  of  four  associate  directors  in 
the  board’s  Volunteers  in  Missions 
department,  Cecil  will  help  churdies, 
associations  and  state  conventions 
plan  and  organize  their  participation 


in  volunteer  projects  with  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  national  Baptists  in  17 
countries. 

Until  May  2,  Cecil,  57,  directed  the 
board’s  Laity  Abroad  program,  an 
arm  of  the  Volunteers  in  Missions 
department  charged  with  organizing 
the  ministries  of  Southern  Baptists 
traveling  or  working  abrodd  and  help¬ 
ing  to  place  Southern  Baptists  in 
secular  jobs  overseas. 


of  the  priesthood  of  the  believer? 


Much  has  been  said  about  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  resolu¬ 
tion  this  year  which  appears  to  back 
off  of  the  doctrine  of  the  priesthood  of 
the  believer  in  order  to  stress  the  rule 
of  the  pastor.  I  would  like  to  comment 
on  one  statement  in  the  resolution 
which  says,  “the  high  profile  em¬ 
phasis  on  the  doctrine  of  the 
priesthood  of  the  believer  in  Southern 
Baptist  life  is  a  recent  historical 
development.”  Just  how  recent  is  this 
doctrine? 

Before  giving  an  answer,  let’s  be 
clear  what  we  mean  by  “priesthood  of 
the  believer.”  Below  is  the  doctrine  as 
stated  in  the  constitution  of  my 
church,  which  we  got  from  another 
Southern  Baptist  church; 

“We  believe  in  the  priesthood  of  all 


believers;  that  (Christ  is  our  great 
High  Priest  and  through  him  every 
bom-again  person  has  direct  access 
into  God’s  presence  without  need  of  a 
human  priest;  that  the  believer  has 
the  right  and  responsibility  to  per¬ 
sonally  study  and  interpret  the  Scrip¬ 
tures,  guided  by  the  Holy  Spirit.” 

If  this  definition  of  the  doctrine  is 
accepted,  it  would  seem  that  the  doc¬ 
trine  asserts  three  truths: 

1)  Every  (Christian  has  access  to 
God  through  Christ,  not  through  an 
earthly  priest. 

2)  Every  Cliristian  should  interpret 
Scripture  for  himself. 

3)  Hie  guide  for  interpretation  is  the 
Holy  Spirit,  not  men. 

How  recent  are  these  ideas?  'The 
1988  doctrine  study  book  by  Walter 


By  Bob  Rogers 

Shurden  is  on  this  doctrine.  Is  this 
something  new?  Many  Baptists  can 
remember  studying  this  doctrine  for 
years  in  Church  IVaining  literature 
Perhaps  “recent”  means  in  the  last 
few  decades. 

In  1906,  E.  Y.  Mullins,  a  Mississippi 
native  and  president  ot  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Seminary,  published  Axioms  of 
Religion,  an  influential  book  setting 
forth  the  Baptist  belief  in  the  com¬ 
petency  of  every  soul  to  relate  direct¬ 
ly  to  God.  Perhaps  “recent”  means 
since  1908. 

In  1682  a  group  of  Baptists  at  Kit- 
tey,  Maine,  adopted  a  covenant  which 
th^  took  with  them  when  they  settl¬ 
ed  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and 
founded  the  flrst  Baptist  church  in  the 
South  in  1696.  Part  of  their  covenant 


pledges  obedience  to  the  Bible  “ac¬ 
cording  to  ye  grace  (rf  and  light 
as  present  through  his  grace  given  us, 
or  here  after  he  shall  please  to 
discover  and  make  known  to  us 
through  his  Holy  Spirit  . . .”  Sounds 
like  the  priesthood  of  the  believer, 
doesn’t  it?  Perhaps  “recent”  means 
since  1696. 

Baptists  originated  in  England, 
where  there  were  two  kinds  of  Bap¬ 
tists:  General  and  Particular.  In  1677, 
Particular  Baptists  adopted  a  confes¬ 
sion  which  said,  ‘God  alone  is  Lord  of 
the  CiMtscience,  and  hath  left  it  free 
from  the  Doctrines  and  Command¬ 
ments  of  men . . .  and  the  requiring  of 
an  implicit  Faith,  and  absolute  and 
blind  Obedience,  is  to  destroy  Liber¬ 
ty  of  Conscience  . . .”  In  1979  the 


(xeneral  Baptists  adopted  a  statonent 
with  almost  exactly  the  same  words. 
Hiese  ideas  of  a  conscience  free  from 
blind  obedience  to  men  sounds  like  the 
priesthood  of  the  believer,  doesn’t  it? 
Perhaps  “recent”  means  since  1677. 

The  SBC  resolution  passed  this  year 
by  a  group  heavily  dominated  by 
pastors  calls  for  submission  to 
pastoral  authority  rather  than  the  ‘de¬ 
cent”  ideas  of  believer  priesthood.  In 
1610  'Thomas  Helwys,  a  layman,  dared 
to  disagree  with  his  pastor,  John 
Smith,  and  take  a  small  group  with 
him  to  establish  the  first  Baptist 
church  in  England.  Perhaps  “recent” 
means  since  1610. 

Bob  Rogers  is  pastor  of  Calvary 
Church,  Gloster. 
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